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THe Councit MEETING. 


We are now accustomed to long Council meetings 
upon which there is little temptation to dwell. That 
which we report to-day is no exception. Only two 
subjects of great importance were considered, and 
of these one is merely in the stage of inception, 
while the other becomes more unpleasant at each 
succeeding reconsideration by the Council. 

Most of the time, of course, was spent over the 
proposed Bill. We need not dwe!l upon the dis- 
cussion, which, in most particulars—including the 
unseemly element of personal squabbling and per- 
sistent disregard to the accepted rules of debate— 
is practically a repetition of other preceding ones. 
But those who peruse it should first note, and bear 
in mind throughout, the report of the Finance 
Committee. 

The Treasurer’s accounts show a deficit of £111 
for the quarter. This fact should be carefully 
remembered by the profession, and certainly re- 
quires some notice from the opponents of the Bill, 
some of whom were endeavouring, only a few 
months ago, to cast doubt upon the necessity for an 
increased income. But unfortunately the opponents 
of the Bill upon the Council were far too busy with 
their congenial task of attempting to further 
weaken a measure which has been deplorably 
weakened already, to consider the serious financial 
condition—and still more serious financial prospects 
—of the R.C.V.S. 

As far as can be judged, the present intention 
seems to be to place what remains of the Bill before 
Parliament without further delay. In that case, 
shorn as it is of its most effective provisions, it will, 
if it becomes law, establish the financial condition 
of the College. But if, as seems exceedingly 
possible, the opposition succeed in engineering its 
rejection by Parliament, it is not difficult to foretell 
the result. Very soon the absolute necessity for 
“a pure money Bill’’—which this, even in its 
present mutilated condition, is not—will be forced 
upon the most supine member of the profession. 
The decrease in examination fees has not yet 
reached its lowest point, and we may expect 
quarterly deticits to become frequent, and annual 
ones invariable. Fortunately we have some capital, 
which may be drawn upon till the present or some 
similar Bill is obtained. Some such measure must 


be obtained, if the College is to avert bankruptcy. 
It is unquestionable that the old sources of income 
are now insufficient to meet current expenses, and 
drafts upon capital cannot be unlimited. 

The important subject to which we alluded as 
being in the inceptive stage is well worthy of con- 
sideration by individual members. A Committee 
has been formed to consider the advisability of 
instituting a diploma in State Veterinary Medicine. 
Whether such a step is necessary, and, if so, 
whether it shall take the form of a diploma, which 
would require a new Charter, or of a certificate, 
which would obviate that expensive necessity, will 
probably be decided at the next Council meeting. 
The chances are that the first question will be 
answered in the affirmative, but there is plenty of 
scope for the constructive faculty in outlining a 
scheme for the diploma or certificate. Many men 
outside the Council are well able to form an opinion 
upon the question, and those to whom suggestions 
which seem valuable occur would do well to advance 
them within the next few weeks. 

Nothing further remains to be noted about the 
Council meeting, except that the annual general 
meeting has been arranged to take place as usual in 
London. It will not be followed by a dinner, and, 
while fully sympathising with those who desired 
one, we are forced to agree with the economical 
considerations which dictated the abandonment. A 
Corporation faced with a business deficit has no 
money to spend upon a social function. 


APPARATUS OF THE VIDRON SYSTEM. 
OF RESTRAINT. 


[Extract from the Bulletin Officiel du Ministére de 
la guerre, 1908, No. 5.) 


The apparatus consists of a metal fork composed 
of two uprights which join at 2 metres 70 cm. 
(say 9ft.) from the ground and support a hori- 
zontal girder 2 metres (6ft. 6in.) long (the whole 
being made of girders 14 cm. (5}ins.) thick. The 
horizontal girder carries two pulley blocks through 
which a chain passes, having one end attached to a 
winch fixed between the two uprights, while the 
other end supports an iron “ bar of suspension ” by 
its middle. This bar is pierced at intervals, so that 
the shackles may be hooked on, and is 1 metre 25 c.m. 
(4ft.) long and slightly curved. Another jointed 
bar, iu two sections, is brought down from the end 
of the horizontal girder in such a way as to fix the 
“‘ bar of suspension ” by means of a special catch. 
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A RBar of suspension. B Jointed bar. C Shafts. 


Two long bars of iron, resembling the shafts of a | mens we to the side-bars, fixes the fore- 
carriage, each attached to the foot of one of the| hand, and two leather loops, passed around the 
uprights, may be laid down alongside the horse, and | the thighs secure the hind quarters in the same way. 
ey ym Say we — - yoy of | " os, | — to fix = the a meee gel to 
rings let in e ground. swivel hook and two | the “ bar of suspension. ith experienced men 
cord shackles complete the apparatus. The total two or three minutes suffice to cast a horse or free 
weight is 190 kilos (33cwt.). There is no difficulty | him again. 
in erection. The apparatus may be placed against| The animal is thus maintained in the dorsal 
a wall, under a shed, or even in the open, in the | = with - head — and the limbs suspended 
the middle of a courtyard, when extra support by a bar moveably attached by its centre. Three of 
should be given by means of another upright or two | the limbs attached close to this point aré counter- 
wire ropes. It is important to have plenty of room | — by the other, which is attached near the 
on both sides. | end of the long arm of this bar. When the animal 

Method of employment.—The straw bed having | struggles he defeats his own efforts, as when the 
been prepared, the horse is cast in the ordinary way | three legs are flexed the fourth is extended and vice 
at right angles to the apparatus, in such a way that | versa. 
the line of the back falls under the horizontal, The two bars placed alongside the horse serve to 
=. _ ne to be sass on ha - — | fix mpg | and _— -. gay oar” prea rg A 

rom the hobble, a cord shackle placed on the may also be used to fix the head in case it is 
pastern, and a swivel hook passed through the rings | desired to turn the horse round for an operation on 
of the other three hobbles. Meanwhile an assistant | the larynx, or to get more light for any particular 
lowers the chain with the “bar of suspension” operation. 

attached, The operator passes the large hook, The jointed bar serves to control vertical move- 
through the loop of the swivel hook, and that of the | ment of the “bar of suspension,” but, above all, 
freed shackle through one of the holes at the end of | prevents lateral movement, which is the only one 
the long arm of the “bar of suspension.” The | the operator need fear. 
assistants then draw up the chain until the free | 
limb is completely extended. The body is given a| Within the last two or three weeks no fewer than 
quarter turn in such a way as to place the head | four work horses on the small farm of Auchinbaird, near 
between the two padded uprights, where it is firmly | Sauchie, Clackmannanshire, and belonging to Mr. W. 


Monteith, have died mysteriously. A valuable mare 
fixed by means of ropes attached to the cheek and foal were also seized with illness, but were at once 


pieces of tbe head-collar. The side-bars are put| attended to by Mr. RK. W. Donaldson VS. All 
down and fixed to the two rings let into the ground. | whose treat v. cox eo te Geeees Gam 2 and 
A strong piece of webbing, passed between the fore W.B.A. ae ee a 
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SPRAIN OF THE TRICEPS EXTENSOR 
BRACHII (DROPPED ELBOW). 
Henry Taytor, F.R.C.V.S., Hayward’s Heath. 


There are two schools of thought for the cause of 


the condition known as dropped elbow. One 
seeks to explain the origin of the condition through 
interference with the nerve supply, @.c. radial 
paralysis, the other through an over-extension of 
the fibres constituting the muscle—the so-called 
sprain. 

The upholders of the nervous origin have gone so 
far as to ask the question, does the condition ever 
occur without fracture of the first rib? It must be 
admitted that the majority of cases are so caused 
however, and the purport of this article is to relate 
one of the other kind. 

One hot day last May, a two year old colt, nearly 
thoroughbred, was castrated. The operation was 
performed with the assistance (?) of a groom, a boy, 
and several gardeners. I do not doubt that the 
latter had attained to a very high degree of profi 
ciency in the handling of Brassica oleracea capitata, 
but in the handling of a horse their ignorance was 
only excelled by their timidity. The colt had not 
been out of bis loose-box, which was a small one, 
for seven weeks, consequently his muscles were not 
in a fit state. He was wild and we had some diffi- 
culty in casting him. Once when halfway down 
he dashed the groom away from his head and get- 
ting his near fore foot caught in the halter shank 
near his chin, struggled violently, so much so that I 
thought he was going to turn asummersault. This 
performance would exert an undue stretching of 
the triceps, because when the cervical muscles con- 
tracted and the head was raised, the foot also wus ele- 
vated, and the scapulo-humeral angle rendered more 
obtuse. After the operation he was unable to 
bring the leg into the perpendicular position so as 
to bear weight, and stood with the elbow dropped and 
the joints flexed. When the foot was placed level 
with the other one, the knee pressed back and held 
there by pressure from the front, he could stand ; 
but directly the pressure was taken off and he 
attempted to move, the leg collapsed under him. 
We managed to get him to his box by pressing 
horizontally on his knee from the front whilst he 
took a step forward with the sound leg, then advanc- 
ing the lame leg level with the other one and 
making it assume the perpendicular position by 
horizontal pressure on the knee. 

Nothing was done to the leg in the way of treat- 
ment, as I {surmised the condition was in this 
instance of muscular origin. Ina few days he im- 
proved, and stood naturally, though some wasting of 
the triceps occurred. In about ten days he walked 
fairly well. The muscles of his hind quarters also 
wasted, and he had to be assisted to rise on a few 
occasions. We may exclude radial paralysis from 
this case by reason of the quick recovery. 

The long incarceration (seven weeks) without 
exercise undoubtedly predisposed the colt to 


muscular sprain on exertion. 





ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 





MEDULLARY TUBERCULOSIS IN SWINE. 


A pig during life showed a weakness of the hind 
quarters and partial prolapse of the rectum. Autopsy 
showed marked tuberculosis of the thoracic organs 
and mesenteric lymphatic glands. In the first 
lumbar vertebra there was a tuberculous focus the 
granulations of which affected the medulla, which 
for some centimetres was markedly atrophied ; in 
the fourth vertebra there was another focus also 
pressing on the medulla, and another as big as a 
pigeon’s egg in the lumbar muscles. The bladder 
was small and weak with paralysis of the sphincter 
and detrusor muscles, so that the urine had con- 
tinually dribbled away.—Z. f. F. u. M. Hygiene. 

RaBIEes IN Puppies. 

Remlinger has established experimentally the 
fact that puppies of 15—-20 days old can readily be 
infected with the virus of rabies even when highly 
diluted, and contract the disease in 8 to 13 days, a 
large percentage of recoveries taking place. 

He warns people against supposing that all 
puppy symptoms are due to cutting their teeth. 
Rev. Gen. de Méd. Vét. 

[The translator recently had a marked case of 
rabies in a terrier puppy 62 days old, which bit and 
inoculated two other dogs, adults. | F. E. P. 


Inrectious CorNEITIS OF CALVES. 

Karl Vas (Allatorvosi Lapok) describes an epi- 
zootic outbreak of infectious corneitis amongst 
calves, which wasobserved upon a farm last autumn. 
The herdsmen stated that the affection had appeared 
previously in summer, but without acute symptoms. 
Calves only were affected, the malady not being 
transmitted to other kinds of animals. The calves 
were turned out to grass in sunny, dusty, open 
country ; and possibly the bacterial infection of 
small superficial lesions of the eye, which occasioned 
the infectious corneitis, originated froni this cireum- 
stance. 

The view of Prof. Plész is that the infective 
material can pass the winter in the lachrymal 
apparatus, and then, under favourable conditions, 
produce its inflammatory effects. 

Conjunctivitis appeared in every case, with 
chemosis in the more severe ones. The discharge, 
at first serous, afterwards became pustular; ciliary 
injection at the margin of the cornea was especially 
noticeable. The cornea showed a cloudy opacity, 
from which a white spot, then a corneal abscess, 
and eventually keratoconus and ulceration developed. 
Panophthalmitis did not appear in any case. The 
acute symptoms lasted two to three weeks, but the 
blemishes on the cornea were treated for some 
months before they disappeared. 

As treatment, a 4 per cent. solution of boric acid 
was employed at first, and afterwards } per cent. 
lysoform. Chronic corneal opacities were cleared 
with calomel and ointment of iodide of potassium ; 








a solution of atropine was also employed daily, to 
prevent intraocularadhesions. —Berliner Tier. Woch. 
W. B.C. 





—— 
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SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The twenty-eighth annual meeting was held at the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, Red Lion 
Square, London, on Thursday, March 25th. The re- 
tiring President, Mr. R. Roberts, F.R.C.V.S., took the 
chair, and the others who signed the attendance book 
included Messrs, A. H. Archer, Southsea ; E. Whitley 
Baker, Wimborne ; G. W. Bloxsome, G. H. Livesey, 
W. K. Stuart, Hove; W. Hunting, R. Porch, Reg. 
Wall, London; C. Pack, Lymington; H. Smith, J. 
Alex. Todd, Worthing; S. H. Slocock, Hounslow ; 
A.C. Wild, Woking. Visitors: Prof. Wooldridge, and 
Messrs. B. Gorton and 8S. 8. Slocock. 

A brief report by the Hon. Sec. (Mr. J. A. Todd) which 
was printed on the agenda, stated that three meetings 
had been held during the past year, including one at 
Tunbridge Wells last June, when the members received 
hospitality at the hands of the President, and that the 
attendance book showed an average attendance of 18°7 

r meeting. Messrs. A. Maynard, C. Roberts, and 

rof.G. H. Wooldridge had contributed papers, and 

iven demonstrations. Two new members were elected 

uring the year, and the Society now comprised seventy- 
four members, including officers, and seven honorary 
associates. Tbe annual dinner was held at the Holborn 
Restaurant on December 9 

On the proposition of Mr. Porch, seconded by Mr. 
Stuart, the minutes of the last meeting as published in 
The Veterinary Record were taken as read and con- 
firmed. 

Mr. BAKER proposed that the rules should also be 
taken as read. Mr. Stuart seconded, and the same was 
agreed to. 

The Hon. Src. reported the receipt of letters or tele- 
grams regretting inability to attend from Col. F. Duck, 
Capt. R. Porteous, A.V.S.; Messrs. J. T. Angwin, R. 
Barron, R. Burt, W. A. Collins, W. Coveney, J. A. 
Craft, D. Reid Chalmers, J. B. Dier, E. R. Harding, 
J.B. Martin, J. Cecil Munby, E. 8S. Martin, W. F. 
Maynard, D. Pugh, C. Roberts, W. Shipley, C. H. 
Spurgeon, C. A. Squair, C. Sheather, E. Lionel Stroud, 
J. F. Simpson, R. A. Thrale, A. Wheatley, J. E. Wallis, 
F. T. Walder, and D. Wyllie. Mr. Squair in his letter 
also tendered his resignation on the ground that he 
found it impossible to attend the meetings. 

Mr. Stuart remarked that they could quite under- 
stand it difficult for some of their members to attend 
the meetings, and if that was Mr. Squair’s only reason 
for resigning, he should like to propose that they ask 
him to reconsider his decision. 

The PRESIDENT seconded this, adding that they were 
always delighted to have Mr. Squair’s company when 
he was able to be with them. The proposition was at 
once carried by acclamation. 

Mr. E. Wuit.ey BAKER mentioned that Capt. Barnard 
of Chipping Norton, and Mr. Harding, of Salisbury, 
had also tendered their resignations for the same reason. 
In the case of Capt Barnard they could of course 
understand his wishing to resign as he was out of touch 
with the Southern Connties now, but in the case of 
Mr. Harding he thought perhaps he might be induced 
to reconsider his decision, and with their permission 
he would move that they ask him to withdraw his 
resignation. 

The PRESIDENT seconded, and it was at once carried, 


nem. con. 
The Hon. Sec. reported that he had received letters 
from Mr. Spurgeon, of Petworth, and Mr. D. Pugh, of 
a ay Pe ng the Society’s expressions of 
sympathy passed at the last meeting. ‘ 
A letter was also read from Mr. J. F. Simpson 





teeing a contribution towards the Wragg Memorial 
und. 

Mr. Stuart suggested that they had better receive 
the Treasurer’s report and ascertain what their financial 
position was before dealing with this matter. 


FINANCE. 

Mr. E. WuitLey Baker submitted the balance sheet 
for the past year, which disclosed a balance in hand of 
£2 13s. 6d. as compared with one of £9 12s. 10d. twelve 
months ago. Since he had prepared the balance sheet, 


F. | however, he had received sufficient to bring the balance 


up to £7 16s., and seeing that they had rather heavy 
disbursements last year, owing to the visit of the 
National to Brighton, he thought they could regard the 
position as fairly satisfactory. With regard to the 
Wragg Memorial Fund he was quite willing to support 
a subscription of three guineas. 

Mr. Stuart: I will propose that we vote £3 3s. Mr. 
Baker seconded, and the motion was carried. 


AMALGAMATION OF SOCIETIES. 


The circular letter from the Scottish Metropolitan 
Society was read, stating that they had passed a reso- 
lution in favour of the principle of the amalgamation 
of the different Veterinary Societies and inviting other 
societies to express their views on the matter. 

The PresIDENT remarked that it appeared to him 
this was an effort tostart a new organisation in opposi- 
tion to, or at all events in addition to, the National 
Veterinary Asscciation, which all members of other 
societies might join if they chose. 

Mr. Porcu said this matter was brought before the 
last meeting of the Central Society, where he opposed it, 
and if the resolution now before them meant the amal- 
gamation of all the existing societies he should oppose 
it again at this meeting. In his opinion it would be a 
mistake to endeavour to amalgamate the whole of the 
local societies into one. At the same time he was fully 
in accord with the idea put forward by Professor 
Macqueen, and if two or more delegates were sent by 
each Society to represent them at some Central Board, 
and any subject of vital importance to the profession 
arose, those representatives would be able to convey the 
views of their repective societies, and they would thus 
be able to present a united front on any matter that 
might come before them. But to try to make all the 
existing societies into one big society was, he was con- 
vinced, a mistake. At presert the whole thing appeared 
to be quite in embryo, and he proposed that the com- 
munication should be allowed to lie on the table and 
that the question be placed on the agenda for considera- 
tion at the next meeting, by which time they might have 
some more definite information as to what was really 
desired. 

Mr. HuntinG remarked that he had read something 
of this matter in the papers, and it seemed to him that 
Dr. Bradley’s proposal was almost too nebulous for one 
to give an opinion upon. But if they considered it too 
nebulous it would remain in that condition, and he 
thought there would be no harm in their making up 
their minds as to how far they could go. He thought 
they would all agree a general union of the Associations 
would be a geod thing, and he did not think it was 
impossible to bring about such a union and at the same 
time retain their local independence. So far as he could 
gather, what they wanted was something on the lines of 
the British Medical Association—a central society with 
a number of local committees or branches all over the 
world. Personally he thought it would be within the 
capacity of a good organiser to arrange an amalgamation 
of their various Societies simply by altering the names a 
little and getting over the difficulty of the varying sub- 
scription: and if it was possible for them to do this, and 
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to make their different societies like the branches of a 
tree, he believed they would be in a much stronger 
position than they were at the present time. He 
suggested that they might pass some general resolution 
approving of the principle of the scheme, and thus give 
Dr. Bradley a littie help and encouragement to go on. 

Mr. Porcu remarked that he objected to amalgama- 
tion on the lines suggested, but he quite agreed with the 
principle of the idea. 

Mr. Livesey believed 7'he Veterinarg News proposed 
a somewhat similar scheme for an amalgamation of the 
various societies with the National Veterinary Associa- 
tion. Did the Scottish Society propose the same sort of 
thing or was it something different. 

Mr. Huntine : [ think they are practically the same. 

Mr. Livesey : Following on what Mr. Hunting has 
said, I should like to propose that we pass a resolution 
expressing our approval on general lines of an amalgaina- 
tion of all the societies, with the National Veterinary 
Association as the central body, but that we are unable 
to commit ourselves to any further expression of opinion 
until the scheme has been elaborated. 

Mr. Porcu: Might I ask a question? Is the new 
Society intended to absorb the National or is the 
National to absorb this new Society ? 

Mr. Hunting replied that he believed it was merely a 
matter of name, adding: I think we should leave the 
word National in, because there is a little islaud to the 
west of us which don’t mind the word National, but 
which, I am afraid, don’t always care for the word 
British. (Langhter). 

Mr. Baker: Why not make it Iinperial ? 

Mr. Stuart seconded Mr. Porch’s proposition because 
he believed they really wanted more information. He 
was quite agreeable to their sending delegates to a 
central body, but for that central body to absorb the 
local societies was absolutely impracticable. 

Mr. Baker also intimated his willingness to second 
Mr. Livesey’s proposition. 

Mr. A. C. WILD suggested as a further amendment 
that they should passa resolution in the following terms : 
That this Society recognises the value of a closer union 
of the Veterinary Societies of the country, and would 
welcome a practical scheme to combine the whole of 
them while preserving the independence of the local 
branches. 

Mr. Porcu remarked that that was all he wanted. 
He objected to amalgamation into one Society. Their 
local independence should be retained. 

Mr. Stuart also intimated that if Mr. Porch with- 
drew his proposition he would second Mr. Wild’s motion, 
and Mr. Livesey having also withdrawn his amendment, 
the proposition of Mr. Wild was put to the meeting and 
carried. 

THe SANITARY CoNGREsS. 


The question of sending delegates to the joint confer- 
ences of the Sanitary Institute and the Royal Institute 
of Public Health at Leeds this year was considered, and 
it was eventually decided, on the proposition of Mr. 
Baker, seconded by Mr. Stuart, to contribute a guinea 
but not to send a delegate, unless any member would 
volunteer to go to Leeds. 

Mr. Munro Erskine Wuirte, of Portsmouth, was 
nominated for election at the next meeting on the pro- 
position of Mr. Archer, seconded by Mr. Baker. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


President.--Mr. Livesey had very great pleasure in 
recommending for the presidency his old friend Mr. H. 
Smiru, of Worthing. He had already been a vice-presi- 
dent for several’years, and Mr. Livesey was certain he 
would worthily uphold the traditions of the Society as 
their President. Uipelenes) 

this with very great pleasure. 


Mr. Pack second 








Hitherto Mr. Smith has been very modest and retiring, 
and he thought the time had now come when he ought 
to accept the presidential chair. 

Mr. J. A. Topp, as a fellow townsman and neighbour 
of Mr. Smith, heartily supported the proposition ; so 
also did the retiring President. On being put to the 
meeting the proposition was at once carried by acclama- 
tion. 

Mr. Roperts then vacated the chair in favour of his 
successor, to whom he wished a happy and prosperous 
year of office. 

Mr. H. Smiru, 1n briefly acknowledging the compli- 
ment, remarked that although he was convinced they 
could have got a much better man for the office, he 
would do his best to justify their confidence. 

Vice-Presidents.— Messrs. WaLTeR Burt, Junr., G. 
H. Livesey, and W. K.Sruart were, on the proposition 
of Mr. Porch, seconded by Mr. Slocock, unanimously re- 
appointed, with the addition of the retiring President, 
Mr R. RoBerts. 

Hon. Treasurer.—Mr. K. Roberts proposed the re- 
election of Mr. E. Wurrtey Baker, with ood thanks 
for his past services, and this was at once carried by 
acclamation. 

Hon. Sec.—Mr. Roberts also desired to propose the re- 
election of another gentleman who had rendered yeoman 
service to the Society, and that was their Hon. Sec., 
Mr. J. A. Topp, whom they heartily thanked for his past 
work on their behalf. 

This proposition was also carried by acclamation, and 
Mr. Todd, in acknowledging the compliment, said that 
his secretarial duties would be very much lightened if 
he could get more volunteers for the reading of papers 
at the meetings of the Society. 

Committee.—On the proposition of Mr. Stuart, second- 
ed by Mr. Wild, it was resolved that the Executive 
Committee this year should consist of the President, 
Hon. Sec., Hon. Treasurer, and Messrs. G. H. Livesey, 
R. Roberts, C. Pack, and R. Porch. 

Before proceeding with the selection of a place of 
next meeting, the President remarked that he 
thought he should be consulting the wishes of the 
members generally if he proposed a hearty vote of 
thanks to Mr. R. Roberts for the admirable way in 
which he had filled the chair during the past two years. 
(Hear, hear.) They could not have desired a better 
Chairman, and personally he felt a great deal of reti- 
cence in following a gentleman whose energy and devo- 
tion was only equalled by his courtesy and amiability of 
character. (Applause.) 

The proposition was agreed to with acclamation, and 
Mr. Roberts, in returning thanks, said that he had done 
what lay in his power, and the knowledge that he had 
given them satisfaction was ample reward. 

Brighton and Portsmouth were suggested for the 
next meeting, which takes place at the end of June, but 
it was decided, on the proposition of Mr. Livesey, 
seconded by Mr. Roberts, to go to Worthing. 


“Some Morsip CoNDITIONS OF THE PHALANGES.”— 
By W. Huntrne, F.R.C.V.S.—Resumep Discussion. 


Mr. G. W. BLoxsoME said it was a matter of great 
regret that he was not able to be present on the occasion 
when Mr. Hunting gave his paper, but he had read it 
carefully through on more than one occasion. It wasa 

aper that he thought should appeal toall of them. To 
bie mind it teemed with interesting descriptions of 
everyday difficulties, and he had derived a t deal of 
advice from it. There was the reference, for instance, 
which Mr. Hunting made to bony enlargements being 
frequently seen varying from well marked masses on the 
suffraginis to little osteophytes on the surface of the 
coronary and pedal bones. These bones often showed 





alteration in form, from absorption due to continued 
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pressure which had not been sufficient to induce acute 
inflammation. Again, roughened surfaces were often 
to be found on the posterior processes of the foot-bone, 
formed of small bony outgrowths, which were traceable 
to the effects of an acute bruising, and which probably 
explained why “corns” that were permitted to exist 
for a month or two became incurable. That seemed to 
him to offer a possible explanation of some of those 
cases of lameness which it was extremely difficult to 
diagnose, where there was no heat to speak of, but more 
or less persistent Jameness. 

_There were many cases, as Mr. Hunting said, of un- 
diagnosed lameness that had their seat in the phalangeal 
region, and he had a case himself only the previous 
week. It was a mare that had been lame for some 
considerable period, and had been blistered three or 
four times. When he saw her the lameness was most 
marked, but there was nothing one could see or feel, 
except that the skin was a little thickened round the 
coronet, and that was possibly due to the recent blister- 
ing. He said the lameness was below the fetlock, but 
after he had gone, someone else drew the owner’s atten- 
tion toa wasting of the muscles in tke shoulder. He 
told the owner he had noticed that as well, but that he 
did not think it was the cause of the lameness, and he 
proposed trying some cocaine—with the result that in 
about half an hour the mare pulled out a little better 
and went almost sound. He advised the owner to have 
her unnerved, and the animal had gone perfectly sound 
ever since. He was convinced that the more careful 
they were in looking for shoulder lameness the less 
likely they were to find it. 

Then with regard to fractures. Mr. Hunting said he 
believed they often occurred in a perfectly sound 
phalangeal bone simply through weight being imposed 
upon it when it was in an unfavourable position to meet 
it. That seemed to him an eminently practical solution 
of the many different fractures they got. He remem- 
bered a case where a horse was frightened, and bolted, 
and turning into a paved yard fractured the bone. 
There was no doubt about the fracture, and he after- 
wards found the bone was in no less than twenty-seven 
. The difficulty of diagnosing a fracture of the 

one when within the hoof must be apparent to every- 
bedy. It was only by a negative process that they so 
get at anything approaching a satisfactory diagnosis. 

Another very interesting point raised by the paper was 
the enlargements that one frequently found on the lower 
extremity of the suffraginis. He thought these were 
often a great stumbling block, especially to young prac- 
titioners when examining horses for soundness, and he 
was quite sure many horses were rejected on this account 
when there was really no ringbone at all. Mr. Hunting 
told them that where this was only present on one foot 
it should cause suspicion, but even then, if the horse 
was going sound, he did not see why they should con- 
demn him on that account. Mr. Hunting also called 
attention to the fact that in these troubles it was gener- 
ally the concave rather than the convex surface that was 
affected. That was very interesting, and he should like 
Mr. Hunting to give them some explanation as to why 
it was so. 

Mr. R. Roperts remarked that after the long interval 
he could only reiterate what he said at the time the 

per was read, that he felt exceedingly grateful to Mr. 

Fiunting for bringing such an interesting paper before 
them. He had not had time to go over the paper again, 
but there were a great many points on which he quite 
agreed with what Mr. Hunting had said, and he thought 
the paper was the practical result of nany years study 
of lameness and the bringing to bear of a very acute 
observation on the subject. It was not everyone who 
was gifted with the —- faculty to such an extent 
as to prepare a paper such as the one Mr. Hunting had 
given them, and for that reason he thought they were 


greatly indebted to him for it. With regard to the so- 
called cab-horse disease or “ bobby bones,” in which the 
head of the suffraginis was affected by exostoses, his 
experience had been that it caused a great amount of 
Jameness—and lameness of an intermittent character 
Pevple had a habit of putting a horse on one side know- 
ing that a little rest would often have the effect of caus 
ing the lameness to temporarily subside, and he would 
warn his younger friends to exercise great care when 
they had these enlargements of the head of the 
suffraginis. 

Mr. ARCHER thought that if they were to draw a line 
somewhere between what Mr. Roberts had told them 
and what Mr. Bloxsome bad said they would get at 
something like the facts. These enlargements were very 
often due to the conformation of the foot, but the fact 
of their being there no doubt rendered the part very 
much more susceptible to inflammation, and on a com- 
paratively slight provoking cause one got lameness. He 
also agreed with Mr. Roberts that when they once had 
a lameness in this part it is very likely to recur. He 
also thought that where there was an enlargement of the 
hock they might expect spavin, and if it was perceptible 
and there was no lameness he thought they should 
always warn a purchaser that it might lead to trouble. 

Mr. Stocock had occasionally met with these enlarge- 
ments of the lower extremity of the suffraginis in well- 
bred horses, and his first impression had been that he 
bad touched ringbone, but on further examination he 
had discovered that it was only a peculiar conformation 
of the bone. In such cases he invariably passed the 
horse, and he had seen them give the greatest satisfac- 
tion afterwards. At the same time it was essential 
they should have the same conformation in all four legs, 
and he also confined these remarks to a great extent to 
blood horses. 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE, referring to the question as to 
whether the fracture or osititis was the primary cause of 
the trouble, remarked that very little had been said 
with regard to the treatment, adding that that was 
where his hardship generally camc in: diagnosis was 
extremely difficult, and until one had accurately diag- 
nosed, treatment could not be completely satisfactory. 
The first and general thing was to resort to firing, and 
the next was neurectomy. His own opinion was that 
nerve cutting where it was usually done did not really 
unnerve, and he did not think there was any form of 
neure:tomy that could be relied upon except median 
neurectomy. With regard to low ringbone, he quite 
agreed with Mr. Hunting that it was a most unsatis- 
factory thing to treat, and he should like to know from 
members, and from Mr. Porch in particular, where he 
fired for this low ringbone. He had fired in a number 
of cases, and the results had not been altogether satis- 
factory. He would also like to know how they would 
account for a fracture of the wing of the os pedis. A 
horse that was going down the street suddenly went 
lame, and on examining it one found the wing of the 
os pedis was fractured. How would they account 
for it. 

Mr. Porcu replied that his method of firing for low 
ringbone was to do it as deeply as possible and as near 
down to the foot as possible. He also fired well into the 
horn. With regard to the case mentioned of a fracture 
of the wing of the os pedis, he would like to know 
whether the horse was by the side of the pole or whether 
it was working singly, because if it was working by the 
side of the mn it was possible the other horse put its 
foot on the coronet and fractured it. 

The PRESIDENT referring to cases of fracture of the 
os pedis mentioned that he had a case in which a horse 
fractured a very small bit of the wing of the os pedis 
while jumping, and at the same time split the pastern. 
The horse was put in slings, the piece was cut out, and 





the horse was afterwards sold, he believed for a hundred 
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ineas. He mentioned this to show that they need not 
be too hasty in knocking an animal on the head before 
one had tried a little. With regard to periostitis, or 
false ringbone, he rather fancied these enlargements 
were hereditary, and he certainly had been in the habit 
of passing them as sound, and had seen very little ill 
effects afterwards, particularly when the eulargements 
were common to at leer legs. 

Mr. R. F. WALL, speaking on the subject of fractures 
of the pastern, stated that he did not know whether his 
experience had been exceptional, but the majority of his 
cases had been due, in his opinion, to the placing of the 
weight of the horse when the foot was in an unfavour- 
able position for receiving it. There was one condition 
that had not been mentioned, and that was what he 
should call congenital enlargements of the pastern bones. 
Were they justified in passing such a horse as sound ¢ 
With ee to one of the other points that had been 
mentioned, he had had a little more success since he had 
fired deeply and at the root, but he quite agreed that 
plantar neurectomy was practically useless. 

Mr. Hunrtin@, in the course of a brief reply to the 
discussion, said that he would certainly not give an 
unqualified certificate of soundness in the cases that had 
been mentioned, but he would tell the client his opinion. 
The difficulty of diagnosing he quite agreed could not be 
exaggerated, but his own theory was that they nearly all 
started with ostitis. Plantar neurectomy he did not 
consider to be of any use infetlock disease,and if they had 
alittle trouble his advice to them was to try cocaine first. 
As to why it was nearly always the concave and not the 
convex surface that was affected he had not the slightest 
idea, although he might make a guess. He thought the 
explanation was that nearly all these bony enlargements 
commenced with ostitis in the bone, which spread up- 
wards until they got the true ringbone. Of course, if 
they had complete ringbone they had destructive 
changes in both surfaces of the bone. 





Mr. A. H. Archer had promised to open the discus- 
sion on Professor Wooldridge’s paper on “ Quittor,” read 
at the December meeting of the Society, but as Pro- 
fessor Wooldridge had to leave to fill another engage- 
ment, it was decided on the proposition of Mr. Stuart, 
seconded by Mr. Roberts, that Mr. Archer should 
be requested to postpone his remarks to the next 
meeting at Worthing. 

On the proposition of Mr. J. A. Todd, seconded by 
Mr. R. F. Wall, Messrs. A. Maynard and C. Roberts 
were elected Fellows of the Society (under Rule 2) in 
recognition of their having contributed papers or given 
demonstrations, 

Mr. E. Wuittey Baker mentioned that if the 
meinbers were agreeable he had suggested to Mr. Archer 
that he should give them a paper on the Etiquette of 
the Profession. 

Mr. LivesEy thought the suggestion was an excellent 
one, and it was understood that Mr. Archer would be 
invited to contribute his paper, if possible, at the next 
meeting. 

Mr. Livesey also mentioned a very successful discus- 
sion had been started at a meeting of the Central 
Veterinary Medical Society—impromptu discussions, on 
subjects that were drawn for by ballot, and he suggested 
that they might adopt something of the same kind the 
next time they were in want of a subject for discussion. 

Mr. Stocock drew attention to the fact that a number 
of appointments were now being made under the Dairies 
and Cowsheds Order, and that in certain localities 
veterinary snrgeons were being asked to tender for the 
work. Personally, he thought this sort of thing was 
calculated to have a most demoralising effect, and he 
suggested that they shovld try and induce _ local 
authorities to first decide on the fee they were willing to 
pay, and then invite applications for the position. In 





one instance in his own knowledge the remuneration for 
examining the udders of the cows worked out at three- 
pence an animal ! 

Mr. R. F. Wau thought this was a matter that 
should be brought before the Council. 

Mr. ARCHER remarked that it was disgraceful that 
professional men should be willing to do the work for 
the ridiculous price they were doing it for. 

Mr. Roperts thought this was one of those things 
which would work its own cure in time. Local 
authorities would get what they paid for. At present 
things were in a transition stage, so to speak, but this 
question of tuberculosis was looming so largely in the 
mind of the public that it was only a matter of time 
before the Local Government Board or the Board of 
Agriculture would insist on these duties being discharged 
in an efficient manner, and not in the perfunctory way 
in which they were too otten carried out at the present 
time. 

The usual compliment to the Chairman for presiding 
brought the meeting to a close. 

J. Arex. Topp, Hon. Sec. 





Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons.* 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 

A quarterly meeting of Council was held at the 
College, 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on Friday, 
April 2nd. Sir John M‘Fadyean, President, occupying 
the chair. The following members were present : 
Major-General Thomson, C.B., Col. Duck, C.B. ; Profs. 
Dewar, Mettam, Shave, and Williams ; Messrs. Abson, 
Banham, Barrett, Burt, Carter, Dollar, Garnett, Law- 
son, Locke, McI. McCall, Mulvey, Rutherford, Shipley, 
Stockman, Trigger, Villar, and Wharam ; Mr. G. That. 
cher (Solicitor) and Mr. Fred Bullock (Secretary). 


MINUTES, 


The PrEsipeENT: By an unfortunate omission, the 
minutes of the last meeting were not circulated with 
the agenda paper, and, according to the bye-laws, they 
therefore cannot be taken as read. 

The Secretary then read the minutes of the last 
meeting. 

Mr. Apson: I move that the minutes be adopted and 
confirmed. 

Prof. Dewar: I do not think the last paragraph of 
the minutes is correct. It says: “ Prof. Dewar requested 
to be supplied with information as to the sum already 
spent by the Council in the furtherance of the Draft 
Amendment Bill, and the Treasurer replied that he was 
not in a position to supply the information.” I did not 
ask that that information should be given then; I 
asked that it should be given to-day. I did not expect 
he would be in a position to give it then, and the 
Treasurer frankly told me that he could not give it. 

Mr. Mutvey: Excuse me, I have no recollection of 
anything of the sort. 

Prof. Dewar: Then I am very sorry for your recol- 
lection. 

Mr. Mutvey: The minutes are absolutely correct. 
So far as my memory serves me, there was certainly no 
proposition to the Council, nor was it put to the Council 
in the way of a proposition I have no recollection of 
ever having promised any such thing. 

Prof. Dewar: I am sorry for your recollection. If it 
is not in your recollection, it is in the recollection of 
the profession that I asked for it, and they will judge. 
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I asked that it should be supplied at this meeting of 
Council to-day, and I have told you what I understood 
Mr. Mulvey answered ; and then Sir John used the 
words, “I am not sure whether I would allow such a 
thing to be dune.” 

The PresIpENT : I never used any such words. 

Mr. Mutvey: I can honestly say this, that I deny 
absolutely ever having made any such promise. If you 
wished for it to be supplied, the proper course would 
have been to have moved a resolution to the effect that 
it should be produced at this meeting ; but it certainly 
never occurred to me that it was requested. 

The PrestpENtT: You have just heard Prof. Dewar 
state that he was sorry for Mr. Mulvey’s memory. In 
turn I feel obliged to condole with Prof. Dewar with re- 

rd to his memory. It is a monstrous suggestion that 

ever said that I doubted whether I would allow such 
a thing to be done. I never used such language. Prof. 
Dewar’s memory is certainly seriously at fau!t. Will 
you move that that paragraph of the minutes be 
altered ? 

Prof. Dewar: Certainly; I move that that para- 
graph be altered in the terms which I have indicated. 

The PresipENT: You must specify the terms. 

Mr. Triccer: I do not think the motion for the 
confirmation of the minutes has been seconded yet. 
I second the confirmation of the minutes as they stand. 

The PrestDENT: Does anybody second Prof. Dewar’s 
proposal ? 

here being no seconder, the amendment fell to the 
ground. 

The motion for the adoption and confirmation of the 
minutes was then put and carried. 

ABSENTEES. 

The SecreTary announced that apologies for in- 
ability to attend the meeting had been received from 
Prof. McCall and Messrs. Bower, Mason, McKinna, 
Simpson, and Sumner. 

OBITUARY. 
The Secretary read the Obituary List. 
ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP. 


The SEcRETARY announced that the following mem- 
bers had been admitted since the last meeting of 
Council :— 

Mr. James Basit Buxton, 12 Church Grove, Lady- 

well, Lewisham, S.E. 
Mr. Dantet Barry, Hightown, Rathcormac, C. Cork. 
Mr. J. Hotroyp, The University, Liverpool. 
CoRRESPONDENCE. 

Tbe SeckeTARY announced that the following letter, 
dated 29th Jan., 1909, had been received from Messrs- 
Russell and Duncan, writers, of Glasgow : 

“The Glasgow Veterinary College. 

In connection with the application that has been 
made to have this College placed on the list of Central 
Institutions under the “Education (Scotland) Act, 
1809,” we have been directed by the Secretary of the 
Scotch Education Department to forward to him a list 
of the names of the gentlemen who are to form the first 
Board of Gevernors of the College under its new ccn- 
stitution. In terms of the Articles of Association, the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons is entitled to elect 
two representatives to act as Governors, and we are 
accordingly instructed to request that you will be good 
enough to furnish us with the names of two gentlemen 
whom we may place upon the first list of Governors. 
As the matter is urgent and no further move can be made 
until the Board of Governors is constituted, we shall be 
obliged if you will let us have the names at your earliest 
convenience.” 

Mr. Mutvey: Was any application ever made to this 
College enquiring whether they were willing to appoint 
Governors. 





The PresipENT : That is the only application we have 
had touching the matter in question. 

Mr. Mutvey: They ask us to appoint Governors 
without first asking whether we are willing to do so ? 

The PresiIDENT : This is the first request we have had. 
It raises the question of the propriety of the Council 
appointing Governors to a Veterinary College affiliated 
to this body. 

Mr. Mutvey: Speaking for myself, I think it would 
be altogether out of place for this College to appoint 
Governors to act on any of the Schools or any private 
Institution. There might at some future time, be some 
cause for jealousy ; it might be thought that, if there 
were Governors attached to one of the Schools, they 
might have an undue influence on that body ; and on 
that ground I shall move that this College declines to 
appoint governors. 

Mr. TricGer : Will you refer it for consideration ? 

Mr. Mutvey: No; personally I do not think it 
should be done. 

Mr. StockMAN : I second the motion. Ido not think 
this College should appoint Governors to any School 
whatever. 

The motion was put and carried unanimously. 

The SxecrRETARY ‘read the following letter, dated 
March 8th, 1909, from Mrs. Emily Juson Kerr, of 
Kensington :— 

“Seeing the ever-increasing demand there is for 
efficient canine nurses, I, with the assistance of other 
prominent women dog owners, have determined to found 
a Training Home for Canine Nurses and Hospital for 
Dogs and Cats, under the personal supervision of 
Professor Hobday. We propose to thoroughly train our 
nurses—practically by nursing sick animals, theoretic- 
ally by means of lectures, and at the end of three 
months giving a certificate of efficiency. If we could be 
aided in our work by the Royal Society of Vets. in your 
College our work would at once become an assured 
success. So I am writing to know if you think they 
could see their way to allowing us an examiner to 
examine our probationers, in conjunction with Professor 
Hobday, and to grant certificates to our successful com- 
petitors! This would naturally entail a schedule from 
your valuable Society, to guide us in our training in the 
points you would consider necessary for qualified 
nurses of animals. Trusting you can see your way to 
assisting us, in this widening opening in the canine 
world.” 

Mr. VILLAR: | heg to propose that the receipt of this 
letter be acknowledged, snd that it lie on our table. 

Mr. Lawson : I second that. 

The CHainMAN: We do not usually acknowledge the 
receipt of a thing when we let it lie on the table. 

Mr. VitLar: It is an extraordinary case ; it is a case 
out of the common. It is a lady who writes, and that 
was my only reason for suggesting that course. I like 
to be courteous toa lady, although I feel we must be 
quite firm and refuse her application. 

Mr. Mutvey: Will you intimate to the lady the 
resolution, that it has been proposed the letter shall lie 
on the table ? because she will then understand what it 
means. 

Mr. Locke: No, I think not. 

The resolution was put and carried unanimously. 


PRESENTATIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 


The SECRETARY announced that the following pre- 
sentations had been made to the library since the last 
meeting of Council :—Calendar of the Pharmaceutical 
Society of Great Britain, 1909 ; Calendar of the Phar- 
maceutical Society of Ireland, 1909 ; Registers of Phar- 
maceutical Chemists, and Chemists and Druggists, 1909 ; 
Proceedings of the American Veterinary Medical Asso- 
ciation, 1908 ; Le Traitement Curatif de la Tuberculose 
par la “ Tulaselaktin” ; Revue de Pathologie Comparée, 
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December, 1908, and January, 1909; Bulletin of the 
Sleeping Sickness Bureau, February and March, 1909 ; 
The Journal of the Board of Agriculture, January, 
February, and March, 1909; Zhe Veterinary Journal, 
The Veterinary News, and The Veterinary Record for 
the quarter; Zhe Journal of Comparative Pathology 
and Therapeutics, December, 1908; TZ'he Veterinary 
Student tor December, 1908, and February, 1909. 

On the motion of Mr. Locke, seconded by Mr. Mulvey, 
a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the respective 
donors. 

Finance CoMMITTEE. 

Mr. TRIGGER read the’ report of a meeting of the 
Finance Committee, held on April 2nd, which stated 
that the Treasurer submitted the financial statement 
for the quarter, in which a deficit was shown of £89 
16s. 1d. The statement was adopted, and the Treasurer 
was authorised to draw cheques in payment of the 
various accounts. 

The TREASURER reported the result of negotiations 
with the College bankers with regard to an overdraft, 
and as there appeared to be difficulty in obtaining the 
facilities required it was resolved to recommend that the 
Treasurer be instructed to enter into negotiations with 
other bankers with the view of transferring the College 
accounts, 

It was also resolved that the Council be recommend- 
ed to appoint Messrs. Woodhouse and Wilkinson, 28 
Queen Street, E.C., as Auditors of the College accounts 
at an annual fee not to exceed ten guineas, the negotia- 
tions with regard to the amount to be left in the hands 
of the Treasurer. 

Prof. WILLIAMS made the suggestion that, in view of 
the present unsatisfactory state of the College finances, 
arrangements should be made to let the Council room 
for meeting of other bodies, or for arbitration cases, etc., 
during periods when the room was not required for 
Council and Committee meetings. The Committee was 
of the opinion that the suggestion was worth keeping 
in mind, but did not recommend that any action in the 
direction suggested be taken at present. 

On the motion of Mr. Trigger, seconded by Mr. Locke, 
the report was received. 

Mr. Mutvey: I[ think perhaps Mr. Trigger will excuse 
me if I say that I do not think he sufficiently emphas- 
ised the amount of the deficit. It is stated in the re- 
port to be £89 16s. 1d., but I received one bill to-day for 
£19 11s. 10d., and another one for £2, which will bring 
the deficit up to £111. 

Mr. Dottar: On a point of order, niay I ask, sir, 
whether this arises out of the business which is before 
the meeting ? 

The PrEstpENT: Surely. 

Mr. Mutvey: It is the financial statement. 

Mr. Dottar: But you are referring to a bill which 
reached you to-day. 

The PresipENT: You are out of order, Mr. Dollar. 
This was before the Committee in question. I happened 
to be on the Committee and therefore know. 

Mr. Mutvey: This bill was before the Committee. 

Mr. Dottar: What was before the Committee was 
the printed statement submitted to us. 

The Prestpent: [ rule Mr. Mulvey in order. 

Mr. Dotiar : Those other accounts do not appear on 
the printed statement, and therefore I submit with 
ees respect they cannot be made a matter of discussion 
to-day. 

The PkestpENt : I think you are wrong. 

Mr. Mutvey : It is open at the meeting of the Com- 
mittee to introduce subjects which may not, for want of 
time, have appeared on the printed statement. I did 
introduce them at the Committee; I placed that 
amount on the statement, and I stated at the Committee 
that I should have a deficiency of the sum of £111 


Mr. DoLiar : I must again point out that the generat 
body of the Council is placed at a grave disadvantage, 
inasmuch as Mr. Mulvey is putting forward a statement 
containing certain added matter which is not before us, 
and of which we have not received any particulars. 
The PresipEnT : I have thoroughly grasped the point 
you have raised, and I have already decided against you, 
not because I did not apprehend your point, but because 
Lam quite satisfied you are wrong. 

Mr. TricGer: May I ask if Mr. Dollar is a member 
of the Finance Committee ? 

Mr. Mutvey: No. 

Mr. TricGer: I move that the report be adopted. 

Prof. WiLLIAMs seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 

REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 

The SEcRETARY read the report of a meeting of the 

Registration Committee, held on April Ist, which stated 
that a letter was read from a member enclosing a card 
issued by another member. The Secretary was instruc- 
ted to ask the latter for an explanation. A similar in- 
struction was given with regard to the complaint of a 
member with reference to an advertisement displayed by 
another member. The Secretary was instructed to send 
a cautionary notice with regard to another advertise- 
ment. 
Mr. G. C. Hill appeared to show cause why his name 
should not be removed from the Register, he having 
been convicted of fraud and imprisoned for a period of 
eight months. Mr. Hill madea statement to the Com- 
mittee and answered certain questions. On his with- 
drawal, it was proposed and seconded that the Com- 
mittee proceed to the next business. An amendment 
was moved and seconded “That the Committee find the 
conviction against Mr. G. C. Hill proved, and recom- 
mends to the Council that his name be removed from 
the Register.” On being put to the meeting, the amend- 
ment was declared lost, 8 voting for and 11 against. 
The motion was then put and carried by 11 votes to 8. 

Another member appeared to answer four charges 
made against him (1) that he had issued circular letters 
stating his fee and soliciting continuance of favours ; (2) 
canvassing the patronage of a gentleman, well knowing 
bim to be the client of the employer of the gentleman 
who made the complaint, and that he was in attendance 
upon him, and offering to do bis veterinary work for 
six months free of charge ; (3) covering an unqualified 
man at Glastonbury, Somerset ; (4) distributing his 
cards, or causing them to be distributed, at a race meet- 
ing in other veterinary surgeons’ districts. The last 
charge was not proceeded with, and after hearing the 
statement of the case by the complainant’s solicitor, 
some evidence, and the replies made to the charges by 
the member, it was resolved that the first charge be dis- 
missed, and that in the second charge there was no 
case, but the member was found guilty of the third 
charge, and was requested to give an undertaking to dis- 
continue the offence or to show cause why his name be 
not removed from the Register. 

A petition was presented applying for the re-opening 
of a case decided at the last meeting of Council, but it 
was resolved that the application be not acceded to. 
The Solicitor was instructed to confer with standing 
counsel on another case, and to prosecute if so advised. 

Owing to the lateness of the hour the meeting was ad- 
journed until Friday morning, April 2nd. 

At the adjourned meeting a circular issued by a mem- 
ber, including testimonials from another member, was 
submitted, and the member’s apology was read and 
accepted ; but the Committee expressed their depreca- 
tion of the use of circulars and testimonials of the 
nature under consideration as being an infringement of 
the bye-laws, and in very bad taste. 

The Solicitor reported that prosecutions had been 
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tions with regard to the various procedures to be adopted 
in other cases, 

In a charge against a member for advertising by 
means of an article in a newspaper, the member's de- 
claimer was read and considered satisfactory. An appli- 
cation for restoration of his name to the Register was 
received from Mr. Janes Mosedale, and it was resolved 
that the name should be restored. 

The Prestpent: I move that the report which has 
just been read be received and adopted. 

Mr. Mutvey: I second that. 

Major-General THomson : I beg to move an amend- 
ment, that the report be received and adopted with the 
exception to the portion applying to Mr. Hill. We sit 
here as the guardians of the honour of the profession, 
and we have no right whatever to go behind the legal 
decision by which this man was convicted and given 
eight months imprisonment for fraud. Apparently he 
had a fairly honourable career up to the time at which 
he was detected in this matter, but he has been detected, 
and notwithstanding his previous honourable career, it 
rests with us to show our disapproval with anyone iu 
our profession being convicted in this way. As I say, 
we sit here as the guardians of the honour of the pro- 
fession. If we do not carry out our duty, we have no 
right to sit at this table. e may have much iy ey | 
with the man ; we heard his statement yesterday, and 
am sure all of us felt a very great deal of sympathy with 
him, but he has been detected in the act, he has been 
convicted, and he has been imprisoned. If it is to go 
forth to the profession that we sit here and condone a 
aes like that, then I say we have no right to sit at this 
table. 

Mr. RuTHERFORD : I rise to say I am entirely in accord 
with what has fallen from the lips of General Thomson. 
I also wish to take this opportunity of apologising for 
being absent from the meeting of the Committee, when 
Mr. Fraser proposed that the question should lie -n the 
table, which I suppose otherwise means whitewashing 
Mr. Hill for this offence. I was present as a citizen of 
Edinburgh, and asa member of this profession at the 
latter portion of Mr. Hill’s trial. I heard the counsel 
for the prosecution address the jury ; I heard the 
counsel for Mr. Hill in defence ; I heard Lord Justice 
Clerk sum up to the jury, and a sounder summing-up it 
would be difficult to imagine in any court of law. The 
Lord Justice Clerk is Lord Kingsburgh, than whom 
a sounder judge does not exist in Scotland. The jury 
was a most intelligent one. Several of them I think 
had some legal training, at any rate I apprehended so 
by the large number of questions having a slightly legal 
bearing which they put throughout the course of the 
case. [ noticed that they were a particularly long time 
in returning into Court, which shows that the case was 
not rashly decided upon, and their decision on one com- 

laint, that of fraud, or attempted fraud, was decidedly 
or the conviction of Mr. Hill. Ido not think I am 
wrong in saying that the Lord Justice Clerk in sentenc- 
ing Mr. Hill to eight months imprisonment said he 
thought the jury had taken a lenient view of his case. 
I came away from that Court thoroughly impressed with 
Mr. Hill’s guilt, and with this further conviction, that if 
this Council so far forgot its duty to the profession as to 
whitewash such a case, then we might as well delete the 
rule from the bye-laws. (Hear, hear). I second General 
Thomson’s proposition. 

The PREsIDENT : The original proposition was that 
the report of the Registration Committee be received 
and adopted. General Thomson has moved, and Mr. 
Rutherford has seconded, that it be adopted, except with 
regard to the part relating to the case of Hill. 

Dr. McCatx: I wish to propose an amendment to 
what has been suggested. 

The PRESIDENT: We must dispose of the other one 
first. 





Mr. TricGER : I should like to say a few words on 
this, as my name has been mentioned as having seconded 
the resolution yesterday. I wish to say at once that 
when I gave the matter further consideration last night 
I came to the conclusion that I had not voted as I could 
have wished. I came to the conclusion that we had 
given far too much latitude in listening to a defence at 
all—that the narrow issue we had to consider was—Had 
this man been convicted of fraud or had he not? and we 
ought not to have gone any further. I very much ques- 
tion whether we did not exceed our duty, and allow our 
sympathies to run away with us by allowing him to 
bring forward a defence which has been rejected in a 
Court of Justice and rejected by a jury of Scotchmen, 
I came to that conclusion last night, before hearing Mr. 
Rutherford’s explanation to-day, and his explanation 
has confirmed very strongly the view which I now take, 
I wish to say at once that you may think this is 
erratic on my part, but I[ feel it is the honest thing to 
do, and if I vote to-day [ shall vote differently from 
yesterday. I think we allowed too much latitude ; and 
with great respect to yon, sir, and the Solicitor, we 
allowed the introduction of matter which should not 
have come before us at all, We should have confined 
ourselves to whether he had been convicted or whether 
he had not. 

Mr. Barretr: May I express my views in regard to 
this matter. I think those who were here yesterday 
know that I voted in accordance with the views of 
General Thomson, because I felt that, having regard to 
the serious nature of the offence and the whole of the 
surrounding circumstances the man was guilty, and 
ought to be punished by the College. But I do not 
understand the position taken up to-day. My view is 
that we are unable to accept the motion which has 
emanated from General Thomson, because yesterday 
as a fact we found the man not guilty. (Cries of 
“No, no.”) 

The PrEsIpENT: We found nothing. 

Mr. Barrett: In effect that is a verdict of not guilty. 
(A Voice: That is only a Committee). I understand 
the position to be this. This Council has delegated 
certain powers to the Committee. Itis the duty of that 
committee to hear and determine whether that man be 
guilty or not, and to find as a fact whether the man has 
been guilty or not guilty of the particular charge. 
I listened to this man yesterday for some considerable 
time, and may I say by way of interjection that I do not 
agree with what Mr. Trigger said. The man was per- 
fectly entitled to come here and endeavour to show cause 
why heshould not be struck off, and he was entitled to 
have a patient hearing from us. Therefore to say at 
this stage of the proceedings that we ought not to have 
listened to him is not fair. 

Mr. TricGeR : With great respect I suggest that we 
ought only to have listened to the fact of whether he had 
been convicted or not. If he had been convicted, we 
could not vote behind that conviction. (Cries of “ Yes.” 

Mr. Barrett: The allegation against this man was 
that, with criminal intent, he had insured these horses 
for a much larger sum than he reasonably supposed 
them tu be worth. His answer to the charge was—-“ I 
may have made a mistake, I may have over-valued 
these hackneys, but I do not think I did. I believe 
the value I put upon them was a reasonable value.” 
Then several gentlemen very wisely asked, “ Did not 
the Insurance Company take some steps to ascertain if 
you were right in your judgment ?” and the answer was 
“No.” Thereupon the majority of the members of the 
Committee believed that the man might have erred, but 
that he had erred in ignorance, and had not been guilty 
of criminal intent. Upon that assertion, a motion was 
moved by Mr. Fraser, the terms of which I was not in 
harmony with at all, that no notice be taken of it. In 
effect, he Selapnent of the majority of the Committee 
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was that the man was not guilty of the allegations | 
which had been laid against him. Now, my submission 
is-—_I do not want to press the point at all, because it is 

rfectly immaterial—that inasmuch as the Committee 
came to that decision yesterday it would be most un- 
wise in the absence of this man to-day to say that he 
was guilty ; and therefore I should like to ask General 
Thomson, although toa very great extent I agree with 
the views that he has expressed, to withdraw his motion 
and allow this man not to be punished at the present 
time. 

The PresipENT: The motion is to refer it back. 

Mr. BARRETT : My submission is that it cannot be re- 
ferred back. 

The PRESIDENT: Oh! yes, it can. 

Mr. Barrett: If the interpretation which has been | 
put upon the motion by Sir John is the correct interpre- 
tation, then in effect you are going to have a new trial 
of this case ? 

The PRESIDENT : Certainly. 

Mr. Asson : Reconsider it. 

Mr. Barrett: Without any appiication from the 
risoner himself for a new trial, and you are going to 
Sos a new trial in a case in which you have found the | 
prisoner not guilty. (Cries of “No, no.”) That is my | 

view. 

The PREsIDENT: Will you allow me state the point, 
if I may interrupt you? May I point out that this| 
Council is entitled to have a report with regard to the 
ease of Mr. Hill, and the Committee omitted to furnish 
it. We refer it back for a report. 

Mr. Barrett: I do not think that is quite fair. In) 





convicted and was in prison. At that time the Council 
would have been within their powers if they had struck 
his name off the list on the fact of his having been con- 
victed. But one member of the Council brought before 
our notice here the fact that he had some information 
with regard to this case which might induce us to look 
with a more lenient eye on Mr. Hill’s offence, and his 
suggestion was instead of striking him off the roll then 
we should let him appear before the Council when he 
came out after his term of imprisonment, hear what he 
had to say, and consider whether to strike off bim or not. 
I contend that what was brought before the Registration 
Committee yesterday was not a question of the guilt or 
otherwise of Mr. Hill; but what was before the Com- 


| mittee was whether it should recommend to the Council 


that this man’s name be struck off the list of Veterinary 
surgeons or be left on. What we had to recommend to 
the Council was not whether he was guilty or not. No 
person questioned but what the man was guilty and had 
made a mistake. It was given in judgment against him 
that he had committed a fraud, and he got eight months’ 
imprisonment fot it. But there are frauds and frauds, 
and the only thing that is before the Council at the 
present time is that this man was convicted of pricing 
an animal at a fraudulent value with regard to an insur- 


| ance company. 


Mr. RuTHerForD : A number of animals. 

Dr. McCa.t: A thing which is done day by day. I 
contend that the insurance companies themselves are 
very much to blame. It is done by various men who 
are interested in the insurance of horses and cattle, and 
the reason is not far to seek, because the insurance com- 





other words, the Committee having failed to do its panies do not protect themselves in any way. If a man’s 
duty, therefore the prisoner shall be asked to appear | horse lives for the year or two years it has been insured, 
before us again and undergo a further trial. I submit} they draw their interest from the insurance. If it dies 
it is a mere technical omission, and that it would not|they do not pay the man what he insured it for, but 
be fair to the prisoner—because he is a prisoner under | raise a case like this. Supposing a man has a three. 
the circumstances—to ask him to have the case re-heard. | year-old, which he values at £400; he expects to get 
I submit, with respect, that it would be an unheard of ; £400 for the horse at the end of four years, and he 
proceeding, a very undesirable proceeding indeed, that | insures it. Supposing that the end of the four years, 
a man who has in effect been acquitted should, without | the horse having done well during the season, it is put 
any application from him, be called upon to undergo a| into harness, but he finds that its market value instead 
second trial, I question if you have the power, but I | of being £400is £100. If the man goes to the insurance 
do feel this, that if you excersie that power the Privy | company and says to them, “I have insured this horse 
Council would very much blame you for the manner | for £400 and paid you a premium on that amount, but I 
in which you exercise the great powers which you | have only been able to sell it for £100,” do you think the 
possess. | insurance company will say to him, “ We will return you 
The PresipENT: I think it is right I should give a the premiums which you have paid extra on what the 
ruling with regard to the point raised by Mr. Barrett,| value of the horse really was?” No fear! They do 
and I do not hesitate to say that he has quite unintent- | not even send a man to examine the horse to see what 
ionally misled the Council. The duty of the Comuwit-| value is put on the horse at all. I contend that all the 
tee is to find as to the facts for the guidance of this | Council have to decide is whether Mr. Hill is to be 
Council. They have not found anything as to the facts, | knocked off the list of practitioners or not, and my con- 
or at any rate if they have, they have found the fact, | tention is that the information before the Council at the 
but they have not made any recommendation at all, and| present moment regarding Mr. Hill is not such as 
I certainly shall rule that it is quite within the com-| necessitates us as a body, knocking his name off the list ; 
petence of this Council to remit that or any other, it requires fulier enquiry into the case. 
matter back to the Registration Committee. | _Major-General Thomson’s amendment, that the report 
Mr. Barrett: [ am really very sorry to differ from | of the Committee be received and adopted with the 
you again, sir, but I think it is perfectly well known to | exception of the part relating to Mr. Hill, which was to 
those who sat round the table yesterday that this man be referred back to the Committee, was then put and 
was in a sense acquitted. Mr. Fraser moved a motion | carried ; thirteen voting for and seven against, Mr. 
—lI forget the exact terms of it, and that motion was/| Barrett particularly requesting that his name should be 
carried. May I ask what the motion was? (A Voice: | taken as voting against the proposal. 
“That we proceed to the next business.”) Yes, that we| Prof. Wr~L1aMs : What is the effect of the resolution 
proceed to the next business, in other words that no | just passed ? 
recommendation of punishment be reported by the} The Presipent: That the Registration Committee 
Committee to this Council. I do not want tc urge the , must report regarding it again. 
matter further, but I think if you gobehind thatrecom-| Dr. McCay: In the meantime his name remains on 
mendation you will act most unwisely, most unfairly, the Register. 
and most inequitably. | The Prestipent: Yes. Do you desire to move any- 
Dr. McCatt: I think this case of Mr. Hill’s requires | thing further ? 
alittle explanation. Some six months ago Mr. Hill’s| Prof. McCa.i: No. 
conviction was brought up brought up before the Regis- | On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Prof. 
tration Committee can At that time he had been! Williams, it was ordered that the Seal of the College be 
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affixed to the prosecutions recommended, and that the 
name of Mr. James Mosedale should be restored to the 


Register. 
EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Mutvey read the report of a meeting of the 
Examination Committee, held on April Ist, which 
stated that the fo!lowing report of the Examination Sub- 
committee held on April 1st was read and adopted :— 
“The reports of the delegates at the examinations held 
in December last were read and considered. No action 
was considered necessary on the reports of the Written 
Examinations. With regard to the Oral Examination, 
it was resolved that no action be taken with regard to 

= report on the Examination in Biology, Class A., 
ow. 

Class B.— Glasgow, Physiology and Anatomy. It was 
resolved that the Secretary be instructed to furnish each 
of the examiners with a copy of the bye-law referring 
to the provisions of specimens for the Oral Examination, 
and that a letter be sent to the local Secretary in Scot- 
land calling his attention to the alleged deficiency of 
apparatus and specimens for these examinations. 

Class C.— A criticism by one of the delegates of the 
manner of examining by one of the examiners was con- 
sidered, and the Secretary was instructed to bring the 
matter to the notice of the examiner in question. 

Examination certificates Nos. 936 to 954 were con- 
sidered, and with the exception of 954, were accepted. 

Examination Boxes.—The Secretary submitted an 
estimate for the provision of four boxes at 12s. 9d. 
each for the conveyance of examination requisites to the 
various centres of examination, and it was resolved that 
the estimate be accepted, the work to be pnt in hand at 
once. 

Fees of Fellowship Examiners.—An application was 
received from Prof. Macqueen asking for the payment 
of a fee for the examination of rejected theses, and it 
was resolved that the usual fee of one guinea be paid to 
each examiner for each thesis examined, whether accep- 
ted or rejected. 

Fellowship Theses.—It was resolved to recommend 
that, when publishing the results of the Fellowship 
Examination, the titles of the theses submitted by the 
successful candidates be also announced. 

Mr. Mutvey: I move the adoption of the report. 

Mr. Agson: 1 second the motion. 

Prof. Dewar: May I point out that there are three 
certificates that the Committee was not in a position to 
accept, because they were not due ; the examination had 
only been passed in January. 

The PrestpENT: That is entirely a mistake. We 
passed them as sufficient, but all those certificates have 
to be produced again. 

Prof. Dewar: It is all right if the point is noticed. 

The PresipEnt : Certainly, the point was noticed. 

Mr. Triccer: | think as a matter of precedent the 
question of the purchase of boxes should have been 
brought before the Finance Committee this morning. 
The Examination Committee resolved to purchase these 
boxes without consulting the Finance Committee. It is 
only a matter of form. 

Mr. Mutvey: As a matter of order I think you are 
perfectly right, that it should have gone to the Finance 
Committee. 

The PRESIDENT: Notwithstanding that I think we 
can sanction the expenditure. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then 
put and carried unanimously. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


Mr. GARNETT read the report of a meeting of the 
Parliamentary Committee held on April Ist, which 
stated that the Solicitor reported that, after consultation 
with the President and Chairman of the Committee, he 








had presented a petition against the Milk Clauses in the 
LO. General Powers Bill, which were not in accord- 
ance with the Model Clauses, and did not sufticiently 
rotect the public, inasmuch as there was no provision 
or the inspection of animals by veterinary surgeons, 
It had at a later date been decided by the London 
County Council that the ciause be withdrawn alto- 
ee, and the petition thereupon also had been with- 
rawn. 

The following Bills were submitted and considered ; 
“ Bogs (Protection) Bill” and “ Vivisection (Abolition) 
Bill.” It was resolved that, in the interests of dumb 
— generally, a petition be lodged against these two 

ills. 

An application was received from Mr. J. Coutts 
Mitchie forthe loan of the portrait of Sir John M’Fadyean 
which he wished to exhibit in the New Gallery Exhibi- 
tion, and it was resolved that the application be acceded 
toon the understanding that Mr. Mitchie undertakes all 
responsibility for the proper care of the portrait. 

The Secretary submitted estimates for the pro- 
vision of two additional book shelves in the library, 
similar to the ones already provided, and it was resolved 
to recommend that the estimate of Mr. T. L. Green, 
amounting to fifteen guineas, be accepted. 

The SECRETARY reported that, after completion of the 
installation of the electric fan, it was found necessary 
to provide a shutter at a cost of £2, and it was resolved 
that this expenditure be confirmed. 

The TREASURER called attention to the state of the 
wood-work on the outside of the building, and the 
Secretary was instructed to obtain estimates for re- 
painting all outside wood-work etc., the acceptance of 
the estimate to be left in the hands of the President 
and Treasurer, with power to proceed. 

Mr. Garnett: I move the reception and adoption of 
the report. 

Mr. Mutvey: I second the motion. 

The PrestpEent : | would like to suggest that the re- 
port perhaps is not quite comprehensive enough with 
regard to one point, and that is where the Committee 
ask the authority of the Council to protest against the 
two Bills relating to vivisection. I think it should not 
go out that we protest against these solely because they 
are opposed to the interest of dumb animals, because 
such legislation would also be opposed to the interests 
of agriculture. I would like the wording of the report 
to be amended to that effect. 

Major-Gen. THomson: May I suggest it should in- 
clude the word “ research.” 

The PrREsIDENT: The Bills do not include research. 
It is just the abolition of vivisection. The contention 
is that there is freedom for research without experimen- 
tation. 

It was agreed that the Clause in the report dealing 
with the subject should read, “It was resolved that, in 
the interests of agriculture and also in the interests of 
dumb animals themselves, a petition be lodged against 
these two Bills.” 

The report, as amended, was then adopted. 


ANNUAL FEE CoMMITTEE. 


Mr. GARNETT read the report of a meeting of the 
Annual Fee Committee held on April 1st, which stated 
that (a) the Solicitor reported that he had taken the 
opinion of the Lord Advocate for Scotland on the letter 
of the Highland and Agricultural Society of December 
3rd, 1908, and that his opinion confirmed the view ex- 
pressed in the Secretary’s letter of the 9th January, 
1909. (4) It was resolved that, taking into considera- 
tion the attitude displayed by the Highland and Agri- 
cultural Society, and the effect such attitude had had 
on other Societies in England, which were also working 
up opposition to Clause 4 of the Bill, the Committee 
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recommend that Clause 4 be deleted, and that a copy 


of the Bill as so amended be lodged with the Privy 


Council. : 
Mr. GARNETT : I move the reception and adoption of 
the report. 
Maj.-Gen. THomson : I second that. 
The PRESIDENT: It is now open to discussion. 
Prof. WrLL1aMs: May be have Clause 4 of the Bill 
t 


Mr. GaRNeETT: Clause 4 is practically Clause 17 of 
the Act of 1881, with the addition of one word and the 
omission of another. Clause 17 in the Act of 1881 is 
identical with Clause 4 of the present Bill with those 
exceptions. The effect of the recommendation simply 
is that we seek no amendment of Clause 17 in our Act 
of 1881. 

Mr. Dotxiar: I rise then, Sir, on that declaration to 
ask if you consider it in order to propose an amendment 
to the Bill as it willthen stand. I do not know whether 
you will accept discussion on the proposed amendment 
at this stage. 

The PRESIDENT : Certainly. 

Mr. Dottar: Or whether you wish to take the 
decision of the Council as to the amended form of the Bill. 

The Prestpent : You had better state the amend- 
ment, and then I will tell you whether I think it is in 
order. 

Mr. Dottar: Would it not not be preferable if you 
took the opinion of the Council as to whether they 
approve of the striking out of this clause, in order that 
I might then move an amendment to the proposed 
form of the Bill ? 

Mr. Garnett: That has just been proposed. 

The PrestpENT : The adoption of theminutes will of 
course carry with it the approval of the recommendation 
contained in the minutes, so that if you wish to prevent 
that, now is the proper time to move the amendment. 

Mr. DotuarR: Provided that is clearly understood I 
will proceed to move the amendment. Clause 4 having 
now been struck out, I wish to point out to this Council, 
and to the profession generally, that this Bill has, to all 
intents ved purposes, become a pure money Bill. It 
becomes a means whereby one guinea per annum can be 
required and recovered from every member of the pro- 
fession ; and the benefits, or the major part of the 
benefits, which were held forth in the earlier stages of 
the Bill, as likely to accrue to members, and which they 
were led to suppose would be some compensation for 
this and other sacrifices which they are called upon to 
make, has now disappeared. That, I think, is so serious 
a change in the Bill, and introduces so very altered a 
complexion of affairs, that the least the Committee could 
have done would have been to carry out the proposition 
which they made at the last Council meeting, viz., before 
proceeding further with the Bill to submit it in its 
proposed final form to the profession, before attempting 
to place it before the Privy Council with the intention 
of its becoming law. There is no doubt that the pro- 
fession gained the impression from the last Council 
meeting—and I think it was a very proper impression— 
that it was the intention of the promoters of the Bill to 
appeal to the profession, and to take something like a 

pular vote on the Bill before they placed it before 

arliament. So far as [can gather from the proposition 
that is now before us, the promoters intend to withdraw 
from that position ; and having deleted Clause 4 and 
relieved themselves of the necessity of seeking these 
advantages for the profession, they will, with the least 
sible delay, place it before Parliament. That may, 
rom the point of view of those person who are wishing 
to raise income and who are not so burdened with the 
desire to improve the position of the veterinary pro- 
fession, be a very wise tactical course. There is no doubt 
that in that way rd will avoid the very powerful 
opposition of the Highland and Agricultural Society and 








the other Agricultural Societies in England, which 
hitherto has made it impossible to press forward with 
the Bill. But I think the Veterinary profession, as a 
whole, will have something to say on that question, and 
they will, with a considerable show of justification 
regard the dropping of Clause 4 as an unjustified 
betrayal of their interests, and they will regard the Bill 
so amended as being a species of Dead Sea fruit, some- 
thing which, whilst holding forth the hope of refresh- 
ment and improvement to them, will turn to dust and 
ashes in their hands. If this Bill passes in the form in 
which it is now proposed, it simply becomes the means of 
recovering from every member of the profession one 
guinea per year, without, at the same time, giving the 
profession any kind of control over the expenditure, or 
over the management of the fund which is to be insti- 
tuted. Because, although it has been said that the 
control will be through the elections to Council, [ wish 
to point out once more that, before any effective action 
can be taken by the pene to change a hostile 
majority in the Council, at least two years must elapse, 
in which time most probably the object which it is 
sought to further may have disappeared or become 
impossible ; and that, after all, those who control the 
pane control the action. We all know how weney it 

as been urged in Parliament that representation should 
accompany taxation, but here we are going to have taxa- 
tion in which such representation as is enjoyed will be 
utterly nullified, because however much the Council for 
the time being may differ from the opinions of the pro- 
fession for the time being, the profession will never, if 
this Bill passes in its present from, have an opportunity 
of diminishing or refusing the annual sum which this 
Bill provides for. In fact, it will be impossible for the 
Council itself to alter this sum, and for that reason I 
have opposed the passage of this Bill in its present form, 
and I shall continue to oppose it. My opposition in the 

resent instance takes the form of an amendment. 
t 1s not an amendment, [ am sorry to say, of my 
own imagining; it is an amendment which eccurred 
a long time ago to another member of the Council, 
and which was put forward by him in a much more able 
way than [ can put it forward. It is an amendment 
which will give the profession some sort of a voice in 
the control and management of the taxation which it is 
called upon to bear. I propose, sir, that in Clause 3 
after the words “ requiring the payment of,” the follow- 
ing words be inserted—“ Such a fee not exceeding the 
sum of” and to continue, “One guinea which fee must 
be paid” and so forth. If those words are inserted in 
that Clause, the profession will have some, even if 1t be 
a very remote and a very slight, contre] over the sum of 
money which is to be collected, and over its application 
and management. Unlesssome such words are inserted, 
this, which is a purely money Bill, will become a means 
of extorting every year £3000 from the profession, 
whatever may be done with the money. I have before 
indicated some possible ways in which the interests of 
the profession, and the interests represented on this 
Council may come into collision. I have no wish to 
accentuate the point at which those Interest diverge ; I 
have no wish to make sharper still the differences be- 
tween us ; but it is perfectly clear [ think to everyone 
here and to everyone in the profession that there are 
interests on this Council, and there are still stronger 
interests which may be called into action in the struggle 
for the management of this £3000 per annum, which may 
be sharply opposed to those of the profession as a whole; 
and unless the “pean is given some kind of power 
of contrelling this sum, we may, at no distant date, see 
the unedifying and disastrous spectacle of the profession 
being called to contribute this £3000 per annum which 
will be used for parposes which may have extremely 
disastrous results on the average practitioner. Such*a 
result is not difficult to imagine ; the seeds of it exist at 
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the present moment ; and although for reasons I have 
no doubt of policy, those interests have hitherto re- 
mained concealed, it only requires the passage of this 
Bill to bring them to life again and to show them in all 
their menace. I do not need, sir, to enlarge on that 
point ; it is a point which has been present in one form 
or another to all of us for many years past; and with- 
out further particularising I beg to bring my remarks to 
aclose by moving the amendment which I have just 
placed before you. I will read the Clause as it will 
stand with the added words, if it is pleasing to you ; “3. 
) The Registrar shall in each year on the Ist day of 
anuary or on a date to be fixed by the Council send to 
each member of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
= whose name appears on the Register for the time 
ing at the address therein specified or to any other 
address of which written notice shall have been given by 
such member to the Registrar and also to all those who 
subsequent to the publication of such Register shall 
have become entitled to be registered as Members of the 
R.C.V.S. a notice requiring the payment of such a fee 
not exceeding the sum of one guinea as may from time 
to time he fixed by the Council which fee must be paid 
to the Reyistrar of the R.C.V.S. on or before the 30th 
day of January in each year.” 

Prof. Witt1aAMs: With reference to Mr. Dollar’s re- 
marks, [ presume he referred to my original motion. 

The PrestpENT: Does anybody second Mr. Dollar’s 
amendment ? 

Prof. WiLu1AMs : I second Mr. Dollar’samendment. I 
presume Mr. Dollar referred to my original motion, that 
the fee should be one of not more than one guinea. I[ 
would like to ask Mr. Dollar if he would further amend 
his amendment. I beg to suggest that the fee be fixed 
for five years instead of “from time to time.” 

Mr. DotiarR: I am willing to accept that. 

Prof. WituraMs : Either five years or ten years. 

Mr. Doar: I think the period of five years would 
be sufficient. 

The PrestDENT : Doyon desire to modify the phrase- 
ology of your amendment, Mr. Dollar? 

Mr. Doar : I would like to confer with Prof. Wil- 
liams about it. 

Mr. RutHerrorD: I will suggest a modification of 
it, because this subject has been in my head for two or 
three months. [ must say I am very largely in accord 
with a good deal of what has fallen from Mr. Dollar. 
I look upon this Bill as now amended as being very 
largely an Administration Fund Bill, a thing which is 
no doubt greatly wanted. This College needs money, 
and must have money. The only point—and this I 
speak of from my knowledge of other veterinary sur- 
geons, with whom I have had conversations on the 

int—is the amount. There seems to be a general 

eeling, not round this table but outside the College 
among the members of the profession, that the College 
in asking for a guinea are asking for more than they 
can administer without wasting, and that the Bill would 
be more likely to meet at once with the entire accept- 
ance of the profession if the fee was reduced, say, to 
half-a-guinea with power to increase it to, but not to 
exceed, one guinea. I think if you will accept an 
amendment of that kind the profession will accept the 
Bill, and that it will meet with little or no further op- 
position. I had a conversation only a fortnight ago 
with a very eminent practitioner in the North of Eng- 
land who knows the opinion of the profession there, 
and he says that there is a decided objection to paying 
the guinea. It will probably lead to lots of unpleasant 
appearances in court ; but by making the fee one which 
can be easily paid—-half-a-guinea, you would avoid that 
difficulty, and keep up the good feeling in the profession. 
I think myself, too, that half-a-guinea will go a very 
long way towards relieving us of our financial difficul- 





ties. Half-a-gninea from every member will bring us 
in £1200 or £1500 a year, and that would, I think, be 
all that isrequired. Besides that, if more than half-a- 
guinea is required yon may ask the profession to increase 
it toa sum not exceeding one guinea. 

Prof. WritraMs : May I point out to Mr. Rutherford 
that he is really in agreement with us, and if Mr. Dol- 
lar’s amendment be passed, after we have obtained the 
Bill it is for this Council to decide whether we charge a 
shilling a year to commence with or one guinea a year to 
commence with. 

Mr. RutHerrorp: I do not want that. [think we 
should not go below half-a-guinea. (Hear, hear.) It 
should be a minimum fee paid annually, and I think 
half-a-guinea is a very small fee considering the benefit 
the Royal College has been to the profession, but with 
power to increase it to one guinea, but not to exceed that 
amount. 

Prof. WittraMs: I would point out further that at 
one time we had regulations as regards examination 
fees. We had a maximum fee that we could charge, but 
we did not charge that maximum fee for many years, 
although we had the power to. In the same way, if we 
obtained the power to charge a guinea or less, if we so 
please we can charge the guinea or we-can charge half a 
guinea. 

Mr. TriccerR : As Mr. Dollar’s amerdment is worded, 
there is nothing to prevent a charge of a shilling per 
annum being made. 

The PresIpENT: Ora penny. Let us be clear before 
we proceed further. Do you second Mr. Dollar’s amend- 
ment or do you not, Prof. Williams ? 

Prof. Witt1aMs: Mr. Dollar’s amended amendment. 

The PrestpENT: May we have it please? The Secre- 
tary will now read the amendment proposed by Mr, 
Dollar, and, as I understand, pear by Professor 
Williams. 

The Secretary : “That the Draft Bill be amended 
by the omission in Section 3, Sub-section 1, of the words 
‘a fee of one guinea,’ and the substitution of the words, 
‘such fee not less than 10s. 6d. nor exceeding the sum 
of one guinea as the Council shajl from time to time 
direct.’” 

Mr. Carter: [ have very great pleasure in support- 
ing that. 

Mr. RutTHerForD: I think that is pretty nearly my 
own proposition. 

Mr. Garnett: I should like before the vote is taken 
to call the attention of the Council to the fact that this 
is a tri-monthly motion that has been proposed by Mr. 
Dollar ; it has been moved at this Council for the last 
twelve months certainly. We must not overlook this 
fact, that whatever the original circular contained it did 
contain one explicit question, and asked for one explicit 
answer from the profession, and that question was, Are 
you in favour of a fee of one guinea or are you not ? 
and the majority in favour of one guinea was practical] 
three to one in the body of the profession. Now thatis 
the body I trust, and that is the body that Mr. Dollar 
does not trust. He threatened a year ago to fight this 
question before the profession ; he threatened that he 
would retire as a Member of Council and fight on that 
issue. 

Mr. Dottar: I must protest against this mis-state- 
ment of fact. This is an absolute mis-statement of fact; 
I protest against it, and I hope Mr. Garnett will not 
persist in it. 

Mr. GARNETT: I cannot withdraw anything that Mr, 
Dollar knows to be the fact. 

Mr. DotiaR: I ain not asking Mr. Garnett to with- 
draw anything which I know to be the fact ; but I am 
telling Mr. Garnett that the statement which he has 
made is— 

Mr. GARNETT: True. 
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Mr. DoLLAR—an erroneous statement, and I hope, in 
accordance with the amenities of debate, Mr. Garnett 
will not persist in it. 

Mr. GaRNETT: I will persist in the statement that 
you said you would withdiaw from this Council twelve 
months ago, and that you withdrew the words. 

Mr. Dotxiar: I did not withdraw at all. 

Mr. Garnett: And that you did not resign. 

Mr. DotxiaR: I did not resign. I am afraid this will 
become an undignified wrangle. There is a custom at 
meetings of this kind that— 

Mr. GarNeEtTr?T : The speaker is not interrupted. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr. DoLttar: That when a member, on his honour, 
assures another member that he has made an erroneous 
statement concerning himself, and especially when the 
statement is of a personal nature and is particularly put 
forward in order to discredit the other person, that the 
speaker wil] not persist in it. Such a course leads to 
unseemly scenes, and I appeal to Mr. Garnett that he 
will poe oom to what is the usual custom. 

Mr. Garnett: I am perfectly willing to withdraw 
anything that I have stated which is not a fact ; beyond 
that I will not go. (Hear, hear). 

The PRESIDENT: Proceed with the argument. 

Mr. Garnett: The fact is that Mr. Dollar has not 
spoken against what the Committee recommend at all, 
in fact, one would almost think he was delighted that 
any privilege which the profession might have gained 
from this Bill had been withdrawn from the Bill. He is 
so enamoured of his profession that the less benefits we 
are able to obtain for the profession through this Bill 
the better he appreciates it. Strange to say, gentlemen, 
this amendment of Mr. Dollar’s does not touch the ques- 
tion that the Committee have brought up for considera- 
tion to-day at all—it has nothing to do with it. It is 
simply what he has repeated for the last twelve months. 
He says—he has stated it over and over again—that 
this is a pure money Bill. That shows, gentlemen, that 
he has no comprehension of the principles that are 
embodied in the Bill. I do not want to reiterate myself, 
as he does, but certainly, in letting his statements go 
before the profession, one would have thought that he 
had never read the Bill through. I am certain of one 
thing, that he has not grasped the important provisions 
which it does contain. The very reason why the Bill 
was brought forward in the first place was the same 
reason which induced this Council in 1901 to bring for- 
ward their Bill of that year which was carried through 
entirely as it stood. The Bill of 1901 placed the holders 
of the Highland and Agricultural Society’s Certificates 
under the control of the bye-laws of this College. We 
seek in this Bill the same provision in regard to the 
registered practitioners. We had an illustration only 
yesterday of company formation, which would have been 
dealt with by this College, but which is now entirely 
outside our powers. That would have been a great 
benefit to the profession at large, but Mr. Dollar denies 
that that has anything at all todo with this Bill. He 
says it is a pure money Bil]. It is nothing of the sort. 
Then you heard last time how highly Mr. Dollar praised 
that clause of the Bill regarding companies. The 
only thing he disagreed with was that our solicitor did 
not know the meaning of the word “ Company,” but he 
also showed his ignorance because he could not improve 
upon the Solicitor’s opinion, and he had to rely on the 
“T believe” that the word “ Company ” does not include 
such and such a thing. Gentlemen, it shows that Mr. 
Dollar’s object in moving this resolution is not to benefit 
the profession. If he had the benefit and well-being of 
the profession at heart he would have supported this 

Council long ago in carrying into effect the clause 
which we now ask you to withdraw to-day. He does 
not even mention it ; no comments are made, in fact the 











only thing I can see is that he is glad that it has been 
withdrawn. 

Mr. DottaR: lam. It is a very sensible thing. I[ 
—_ agree with the Committee in having withdrawn it. 
he pity is that they did not withdraw it long before. 

Mr. Garnett: The point I wish to state is that this 
matter has been referred to the profession—there is no 
doubt about that—in plain words, in words which can- 
not be assailed by anyone—“ Are you or are you not in 
favour of the fee of one guinea ft I cannot give you 
the exact numbers who voted— 

Mr. Dotiar : Does Mr. Garnett suggest that this is a 
fulfilment of the solemn undertaking that was made. 
(Loud cries of “ Order, order.”) 

The Presipent: I must appeal to you, Mr. Dollar, 
not to interrupt, but to give Mr. Garnett a patient 
hearing. 

Mr. Dotiar: I think I have never sat through such 
a whole storm of misstatements—I will not say anything 
else. I think I have already exercised the greatest for- 
bearance. (Loud cries of “ Order, order.”) 

The Prestpent: [ must make an appeal to the 
yg if Mr. Dollar refuses to obey the ruling of the 
chair. 

Mr. Doxttar: [ shall be very pleased if you will do 
so. I only hope the ruling of the chair will be extended 
in other directions than in mine. (Loud cries of “ Order, 
order.”) 

Mr. Asson : I am sure the Council always listens to 
Mr. Dollar with great deference and gives him every op- 
portunity ; he always has a patient hearing. I think 
there is no person who speaks at this Council meeting 
who receives less interruption than Mr. Dollar. 

Mr. Dottar: Or who is more misrepresented, you 
might say. 

Mr. Apson : In view of the treatment you receive, I 
think it is rather unfair that you shonld continually in- 
terrupt other people. It is very unfair. 

The PrestpENT: | candono more. I have made an 
appeal to Mr. Dollar to conform to the rules which 
govern civilised debate, and I can only hope he will obey 
the ruling of the chair. 

Mr. DottaR: I am perfectly willing to preserve 
silence, and I have done so under very serious misrepre- 
sentation. 

The PrestpENT: You are out of order. I call on Mr. 
Garnett to proceed. 

Mr. GARNETT : This is the misrepresentation that Mr. 
Dollar is now complaining of. I stated the fact that 
the circular sent to each member contained the question 
—* Are you in favour of an annual fee of one guinea?” 
That Mr. Dollar says is a misrepresentation. It only 
shows you what he considers a inisrepresentation is, and 
no doubt will explain a lot of his other deductions 
from what I have said. He says that is a misrepre- 
sentation. 

Mr. Doar: I really must say that I did not say so. 
(Cries of “ Order, order.”) I really cannot sit still and 
have such statements made about me without correctin 
them. (Cries of “ Order, order,” and “ Chair, chair.”) 
am not supposed to sit still and allow deliberate mis 
statements to be made. I must characterise that as a 
deliberate misstatement. It is not the fact. I think 
I ought to have your protection, sir, in a case of this 
kind. I have no right to reply, but I cannot sit still 
and have absolute misstatements made that might be 
characterised in stronger terms. (“ Order, Order.”) 

Mr. Garnett : I sat here and listened to Mr. Dollar’s 
speech, and he was not interrupted in any degree 
while he was speaking. I appeal to you, sir, to obtain 
for me the same favour. 

The PresipENT: I am in favour of your not being 
interrupted, too. 

Mr. Garnett: I think I am entitled to it. 


708 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


April 10, 1go9 3 





The Presipent: Everybody is entitled not to be in- 
terrupted, but it ge to be exceedingly difficult. 

Mr. Garnett : ‘The point is that the profession has 
been appealed to on this one point—-that none of us can 
deny—and they rere pee in favour of 
an annual fee of one guinea. e cannot possibly go 
behind the decision of the referendum to the profes- 
sion on that point. 

The amendment moved by Mr. Dollar, seconded by 
Prof. Williams, was then put, and the President de- 
clared it lost, stating that nine voted for, and ten 
against. An appeal was then made to him that the 
vote should be taken again, as another count made the 
voting equal. The vote was then taken again, and re- 
sulted in a tie, ten voting for, and ten against. 

‘’ The Presrpent: Without hesitation I give my cast- 
ing vote against the amendment. 

r. Dottar: We have made a little progress—I am 
—_— that remark was not intended for the ear of the 
chair ! 

Prof. Dewar: Before the resolution for the adoption 
of the report is put, I wish to make a few remarks to 
the Council in connection with this matter. The con- 
vener of the Annual istration Fee Committee has 
bay the charge against those who have opposed 
this Bill throughout that we have been proposing alter- 
ations to it every three months. How could one do 
anything else? There has hardly been a three months 
but that there has been an alteration made in the Bill. 
I wonder its own father can recognise it; it is a mere 
rag of the thing that was introduced and sent to the 
profession. (Laughter). When you took the opinion of 
the profession you could only get the opinion of about 
half of the members, so you cannot go forward with 
this Bill and say the profession is unanimously in favour 
of it. They are nothing of the kind. 

Mr. Garnett : I did not say so. 

Prof. Dewar: I am not going to contradict you in 
the way we had an example of a few minutes ago. 
Caso) But I do think, seeing the complete] 

ifferent complexion that has been put upon this Bill 
from what it was originally, it would only be fair to the 
profession, fair to ever body concerned, that this Coun- 
cil should decide to defer going on with this Bill until 
the next Council meeting, and in the meantime submit 
it to the profession. What I suggest is that the opinion 
of the profession should be taken upon it. I do not 
mean to propose this as a motion, but [ appeal to the 
Council that it would only be the fair thing to do, be- 
cause the Bill is not anything like what it was when it 
was submitted to the prvfession. I recommend that 
nothing further should be done with it in the meantime, 
but that before the next Council meeting we should 
have the opinion of the profession taken with regard 
to it. 

Mr. RutTHEEFoRD: Between half-a-guinea and one 
guinea? 

Prof. Dewar: No, the Bill as a whole—take the 
opinion of the profession as to whether we are to go on 
with this mutilated Bill. 

Mr. Dotiar: According to the suggestion made from 
the chair at the last meeting. 

Prof. Dewar: I am afraid my memory is at fault re- 
garding the suggestion that was made on that occasion. 

Mr. Dotxiar: There was a motion from the chair that 
this Bill should be printed and circulated, and the 
opinion of the profession taken upon it. 

Prof. Dewak: May I ask if that has been done? 

The PresmpENT: May I point out that you have al- 
ready spoken, Mr. Dollar. 

Mr. Dotiar: Yes, sir, but I was addressing myself to 
Prof. Dewar. 

The PREstpEnT : It is quite irregular to address Prof. 
Dewar in that fashion. d you ask a question of me, 
Prof. Dewar ? 





Prof. Dewar: Yes. 

The Prestpent : What was it ? 

Prof. Dewar: Whether the opinion of the profession 
has been taken on the Bill since the last meeting. 

The Presipent: You had better refresh your rec)l- 
lection about the circumstances before you ask me the 
question. 

Prof. Witt1aMs: May I ask that it be noted that 
there were three members who did not vote on this 
question. 

The PRESIDENT : 7 

Prof. Dewar: I thin 
the minntes. 

Mr. Doxuar : It certainly onght to be there. 

The Presipent : Gentlemen, we have spent a lot of 
time over the discussion of the proposed adoption of the 
report of the Committee If there is no further discuss- 
ion I will put it to the meeting. 

The resolution for the adoption of the report was 
then put and carried, thirteen voting for and nine 
against. 

LrBRARY AND MusEuM CoMMITTEE. 


Prof. MettaM read the report of a meeting of the 
Library and Museum Committee held on April 2nd, 
which stated that the Committee inspected the speci- 
mens in the Museum, and the Secretary was instructed 
to make enquiries at the Natural History Museum with 
regard to the preparation and mounting of the speci- 
mens of teeth and other specimens, and to report to the 
Committee. 

On the motion of Prof. Mettam, seconded by Mr. 
Trigger, the report was adopted. 


Wivturams MemoriaL Prize AWARD. 


The Secretary read the following report of the 
Williams Memorial Prize Award :— 
Edinburgh, May, 1908. Medicine. Surgery. Total. 
W. Brown x 61 60 121 
J. W. Morrow 64 60 124 
W. P. Ruthven 60 60 120 
Glasgow, May.—No student obtained 60 p/c. marks. 
London, July. Medicine. Surgery. Total. 
W. Kennedy nes 60 60 120 
8. J. Motton aii 66 63 129 
Liverpool, July.—No student obtained 60 p/c. marks. 
Dublin, July.—-No student obtained 60 p/c. marks. 
Dublin, Dec.—No student obtained 60 p/c. marks. 
Edinburgh: Glasgow: Dec.—No student obtained 
60 p/c. marks. 
Liverpool, Dec.—No student obtained 60 p/c. marks. 
London, Dec.—No student obtained 60 p/c. marks. 
The prize has therefore been won by Mr. 8. J. Motton 
of the Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town. 


ELEcTION OF EXAMINER IN PaTHoLocy, Cuass C. 


Mr. Mutvey: There is only one nomination, Prof. 
E. J. McWeeney, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P.L., and I suppose 
therefore it goes without saying that that gentlemen be 
elected. I propose he be elected. 

Mr. Locke seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 


APPOINTMENT OF SCRUTINEERS. 


Mr. Tricczr: I move that the Secretary ask the 
gentlemen who kindly acted last year to do so again, and 
that the President be empowered to fill any vacancies if 
they cannot act. 

g Witutams : Do they get any reward for their 
work. 

The Presivent : No. 

Prof. WittiaMs : No dinner ? 

The PresmpEnt : Sandwiches, that is all. 

Mr. ViLLak seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 


will have a chance to vote yet, 
the point I referred to is in 
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APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR. 


The Prestpent: I think I am right in saying that it 
is not necessary to vote again on the question of the 
appointment of an auditor. We had a recommendation 
to that effect in the Report of the Finance Committee, 


which was adopted. 
ADVISABILITY OF HOLDING ANNUAL DINNER. 


Mr. TriaceR: In view of the state of the funds of the 
College, I think the profession will not expect us to hold 
an annual dinner, as it is necessary to vote money for that 
purpose, and we have not any money to vote. We can- 
ee bold an anoual dinner without voting a certain sum 
for the entertainment of the guests, and we have not the 
money in hand. [ think it would be a deliberate breach 
of trust if we did so. In view of our financial position, 
I move that no annual dinner be held. 

Dr. McCatt: I second that. 

aa PrEsIDENT : Is there any proposal to the con- 
tra 

Prof. Merttam: Yes. I think it is lamentable that 
the annual dinner should be allowed to collapse. It is 
the one time in the year when there should be a re-union 
of the members of the profession, and when some effort 
should be made to bring the profession before the notice 
of the general public as well as other scientific bodies, so 
that we may keep ourselves in touch with them. I think 
the dinner should not be allowed to drop, and I there- 
fore move that the annual dinner be held as usual. 

Mr. StockMAN : I second that. I think it isa great 
shame that we should not have have an annual dinner. 

The PrestpENT: Before [ put the amendment to the 
meeting, I feel it to be my duty to ask only those 
members of the Council here present who intend to be 
at the annual dinner to vote in favour of its being held, 
because I have painful recollections with regard to the 
last annual dinner, at which asmall minority only of the 
Council were there to meet the members of the pro- 
fession. 

Dr. McCa.x: Some of us might be perfectly willing 
to support it if it was held. I seconded the motion that 
there should be no dinner, but if a dinner is held I shall 
certainly go it. 

The Prestpent: What I mean is that nobod 
does not intend himself to be at the dinner shoul 
that a dinner be held. 

Mr. Triccer: In the same way as Dr. McCall, I 
wish to point out the fact that I proposed there should 
be no dinner does not mean I would not attend it if the 
majority are against meand decide in favour of a dinner 
being held. I moved the resolution because it means 
voting the College money, and I say we have none to 
vote. 

The PrestpENT: I need hardly say that I should 
consider it a great honour to be in the Presidential 
chair at an annual dinner which is well, or even 
reasonably attended by Members of Council and mem- 
bers of the profession, but it is a very doubtful honour 
to be present at an annual dinner where the profession 
is represented by a total of about thirty, including the 
Members of Council and the members off the profession. 

Mr. Apson : It is a miserable fiasco, and has been for 
years. 

The voting was then taken, and resulted as follows : 
Against the annual dinner 14. In favour of the annual 
dinner 4. 

The Prestpent: There will be no annual dinner this 
year. 


who 
vote 


PLace oF ANNUAL MEETING. 


On the motion of Mr. Locke, seconded by Professor 
Williams, it was resolved that the annual meeting 
ow be held at the College, 10 Red Lion Square, 

naon, 





Morton or Pror. WILLIAMs. 


Prof. WrLLIAMs moved :—“ That a Committee be ap- 
pointed by this Council to make and submit a scheme 
and arrangements for the granting of a diploma to mem- 
bers of this College who satisfy a Board of Examiners 
appointed yes Council in the subjects of State and 

unicipal Hygiene and Medicine.” He said : Some 
ten or twelve years ago I brought forward a motion that 
this College should grant an additional diploma or 
certificate in special subjects, as I foresaw that the 
interest the public felt as regards the prevention of 
disease was increasing, and that there was a new field 
about to open for veterinary surgeons. I think most of 
the gentlemen here present are aware that, since the last 
tuberculosis report was issued, there has been considera- 
ble activity displayed at the Local Government Board, 
and it is common talk that Mc. Burns intends to do his 
very best to prevent the spread of tuberculosis from 
cattle to man, and also to endeavour to eradicate if 
possible tuberculosis from cattle. It will be necessary 
to appoint a large number of skilled persons to carry out 
those regulations. There are also, I believe, or there 
are going to be, a large number of appointments made 
in connection with meat inspection, with the inspection 
of dairies, cowsheds, piggeries, and stables, and these 
will require the appointment of a large number of ex- 
perts. At the present time there are, I may say—and I 
say it with regret—three bodies of men who are recog- 
nised to carry out these duties, and if I may use a 
paradoxical terin, the body in the large minority is the 
veterinary a the one that to my mind is the 
only fit and proper body to carry out this work. The 
remainder of the work is carried out by men who have 
obtained the certificates of the Sanitary Institute, and 
men who have obtained the certificates of the Institute 
of Public Health. I have no desire that we should ask 
Parliament for a new Charter. The Sanitary Institute 
and the Institute of Public Health have no Charters ; 
they simply hold examinations and grant certificates. 
They are irresponsible bodies, they are not responsible 
for any misdeeds or mistakes of any of those who hold 
their certificates. The men who obtain these appoint- 
ments simply obtain them on the face value of those 
certificates. Iam of opinion that if we were to grant 
to our members, after an examination, a certificate, and 
they were able to produce that certificate in addition to 
their diploma, they would in all probability be consider- 
ed by Corporations and Municipalities to be the more 
fit and proper persons to carry out these duties. Perhaps 
in a few years, if this is carried, we can then apply for 
legal powers to insist that none but those who hold our 
diploma and certificate should hold such appointments. 
If it be necessary I will outline what I suggest as the 
scheme, or if you would entertain the idea of a 
Committee being appointed I would submit the scheme 
to a Committee. 

The Presipent : That is the proposal, Prof. Williams, 
and I certainly think it is the wisest one—-to move for 
the appointment of a Committee. That is what you 
have given notice of. 

Prof. Mettam-: I beg to second the motion, that a 
Committee be appointed to consider the qnestion of 
granting a certificate or diploma on special subjects for 
those of our graduates who are en in a particular 
occupation. do so because I think the time has 
arrived when we must admit that numbers of our grad- 
uates are employed in special work, which we may put 
down generally as State or Municipal work, that special 
requirements are os pig of these men, and that special 
work is apportioned to them. I think we should con- 
s‘der the question of granting a diploma somewhat on 
the same lines as the diploma of Public Health that is 
granted by certain Corporations. I think it should be 
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something more than a certificate ; it should be of simi- 
lar value to the diploma in Public Health. It is a 
pore that might be considered by a Committee, and 
that Committee might then report to this Council. It 
is a question that should be discussed in Committee ; it 
is a question which can only be discussed there ; and 
for that reason I have much pleasure in seconding Prof. 
Williams’s resolution. 

Mr. VituaR: I would like it inade quite clear what 
Prof. Williams’ motion is. As far as I can gather from 
what Prof. Mettam said, it is a very different motion 
from the one which in print. The one of which notice 
was given runs in this way: “That a Committee be 
appointed by this Council to make and submit a 
scheme and arrangements for the granting of a di- 

loma,” whereas as I take it the motion that Prof. 

ettam seconded— 

The PresipeNnt: I think Prof. Mettam was under a 
misapprehension, because [ put it to Prof. Williams that 
he moved the resolution of which notice had been given, 
and he said yes. 

Prof. Mettam: That is so. 

The PrestpENT: Then there is not a misunderstand- 
ing—you are actually seconding the proposal which is 
on the paper ? 

Prof. Metram: Yes. 

Mr. VittaR: Under those circumstances I beg to 
propose this ‘amendment: “That a Committee be ap- 
pointed by this Council to consider the question of 
granting a diploma to members of this College who 
satisfy a Board of Examiners appointed by this Coun- 
cil in the subjects of State and Municipal Hygiene and 
Medicine.” The difference between the two resolutions 
is this, that without considering the question ap- 
parently, the Committee which they desre to form is to 
make and submit ascheme. What I think is that we 
ought first of all to consider whether such a scheme is 
necessary. I am not by any means opposed to it myself, 
and Prof. Williams referred to many points in which it 
would be desirable. What he said was this, that Mr. 
Joha Burns probably proposes to appoint officers, who 
will have special training, to take such steps, and to see 
such steps carried out, as will prevent the conveyance 
of tuberculosis to man. I say that already upon our 
diploma he could not have a better body of men than he 
has in the members of the veterinary profession. We 
do not want any more special training for that. Then 
he said there are going to be inspectors appuinted for 
dairies, cowsheds, and piggeries. Does not he think 
the veterinary profession is already sufficiently up in 
sanitation to know the way to inspect piggeries? I 
say that everything he has brought forward is capable 
of being done, and very ably done, by members of 
the veterinary profession. Also I say that the members 
of the profession at the present day are well able to 
inspect and give valuable opinions as to the sound- 
ness or unsoundness of meat. But supposing he wishes 
to include among the duties of these sanitary veteri- 
nary officers the inspection of milk and other things, 
then I say the question is worthy of the consideration 
of this profession—not that the scheme should be 
brought forward immediately, but that we should 
consider the question, because [ take it that, suppos- 
ing our students have to pass examinations in the 
inspection of food or as inspectors of milk and other 
foods, in the same way as is done at the Sanitary In- 
stitute and the Institute of Public Health, we shall 
have to increase the curriculum of our Colleges. 

Prof. Wittrams: You will remember, sir, that I asked 
the question whether [should submit my scheme, and I 
was informed by you that it should be submitted to a 
committee. I did. not make any statement as to what 
subjects I should submit to the Committee, but Mr. 
Villar is now making a statement as to what he would do. 








The PRestpENT : It is quite competent for Mr. Villar 
to pein an amendment, and it is perfectly open to you 
to reply. 

Prof. WitttaMs: If I had been permitted to state 
what subjects I would have proposed to include— 

The Prestpent: All you could do was simply to 

move the resolution as it stood in your name, and no 
doubt in this way we can ascertain what the feeling of 
the Council is. I think Mr. Villar is quite in order. 
_ Mr. Vittar : What I want to know is this Suppos- 
ing we noes such au examination as this for maathons 
of the College or for students of the College, then we 
are obliged to see that there are means for obtaining this 
special knowledge, and one of the things which a com- 
mittee, if it considered the question, as I suggest it 
wonld do, would have to ascertain would be whether our 
schools are prepared to institute classes and give tuition 
in these special subjects. We cannot ask the Committee 
to give us a cut and dried scheme. 

rof. WritiaMs : It is for the Committee to thresh all 
this out. We do not want to lay down what the Com- 
“— Ka do. a . 

r. VILLAR: But you specially specify in your resolu- 
tion what shall be aese To. a oe submit a 
scheme of arrangements.” I would suggest “To con- 
sider and report upon.” 

The PrestmpENT: Will you accept this, Professor 
Williams—“ That a committee be appointed by the 
Council to consider and report as to the advisability of 
granting a diploma.” 

Prof. Wittiams: Yes, | am quite agreeable if you put 
it that way. 

Mr. VittaR: May I move as an amendment: “ That 
a committee be appointed by this Council to consider the 
advisabilty of granting a Diploma to members of this 
College, and if thought advisable to make and submit a 
scheme and «arrangements for the granting of such 
Diploma té members of this College who satisfy a Board 
of Examiners appointed by this Council in the subjects.” 

Prof. WILL1aMs: That is just the same as mine. 

Mr. Vitiar: It is to consider the advisability of 
doing such a thing. In your motion they are ordered to 
draw up a scheme. 

Prof. WILLIAMs : 
for mine. 

Mr. Vittar: Then | move mine as an amendment. 

Major-General THomson : I second it. 

Mr. VittarR: May we understand whether Professor 
Williams accepts the amendment or not. 

The PresipeNntT: No, he does not. He moves it as it 
stands. 

Prof. Witt1aMs: I accepted the President’s amend- 
ment, to consider and report upon. 

Mr. Vitiar: On further consideration, I accept that, 
supposing my seconder agrees. 

Major-General Tomson : Yes. 

Prof. Witt1aMs : Then [ accept your amendment, Mr. 
President. 

The motion as amended—“ That a Committee be ap- 
pointed by the Council to consider and report as to the 
advisability of granting a diplom,,” was then put and 
carried unanimonsly. It was resolved that the follow- 
ing members should constitute the Committee: The 
President, Profs. Dewar, Mettam, and Williams, and 
Messrs. Banham, Carter, Mulvey, Rotherford, Stock- 
man, and Trigger. 


I am not going to substitute that 


OTHER BusINEss. 


Col. Duck: Have you received a reply from the War 
Office re the Army Veterinary Staff! I may remind 
the Council that you wrote a letter. 

The PresipENT: Do you mind asking me afterwards ? 
I have not received any official reply. 

This concluded the quarterly meeting of Council * 
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SPECIAL MEETING, 


A special meeting immediately followed, at which the 
same members were ogg as at the quarterly meeting. 
On the motion of 
meeting were taken as read and confirmed. 


ALTERATION OF ByE-Law 29. 


a MuLvey moved: “ That bye-law 29 be altered as 
follows : 
(29) The Council shall annually elect at their first 
meeting an Auditor who shall prepare the annual 
balance sheet, for which he shall receive such fee as 
the Council may from time to time determine. The 
Auditor shall be summoned to inspect the acounts of 
the College prepared by the Treasurer and examined by 
the Finance Committee.” 
He said: It is not necessary for me to say very 
much with regard to the alteration of Bye-law 29, 
as the Council by their action to-day have really 
done all that is desired ; but as the bye-law exists it is 
only right it should be altered in the way I suggest. 
At present the bye-law is a hard and fast rule that only 
£5 shall be paid to the Auditor ; and in order to fall in 
with the action of the Council to-day, that is to say, 
empowering the Treasurer to arrange for the payment 
of a larger sum, the alteration of this bye-law is neces- 
sary’ I therefore move that the bye-law be altered as 
set ont. 
Mr. TRIGGER seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 
ALTERATION oF BYE-LAw 52. 

Mr. Mutvey moved: “That Bye-law 52 be altered as 
follows : 

(52). Every candidate who desires to present him- 
self for the first time for the A or First Professional 
Examination, must, not less than three months before 
the commencement of the examination, submit to the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons a 
certificate or certificates to the effect that he has passed 
one of the examinations in general education specified 
in the First Schedule annexed to these bye-laws. 

He must also, not less than seven days before the 
commencement of the examination, submit to the Secre- 
tary of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons or 
other person appointed by the Council for that purpose, 
a certificate to the effect that subsequently to having 
passed the examination in general education he has been 
a student for one session at one of the affiliated Colleges, 
and . has therein satisfactorily attended during that 
period the following courses of instruction :— 

(a) Anatomy. A course of not less than 50 lectures 
and 20 hours’ practical instruction on the osteology and 
arthrology of the domesticated animals. 

(6) Chemistry and Elementary Physics. A course of 
not less than 80 lectures. 

(c) Practical Chemistry. A course of practical in- 
struction extending to not less than 30 hours. 

Biology. A course of not less than 60 lectures 
and 20 hours’ practical instruction. 

He said : Considerable difficulty has been found with 
regard to the bye-law in its present form, that is to 
say, examination certificates are only sent in seven days 
before the examination is held, and the same time is 
also specified for the reception of money to be paid for 
the examination. Much difficulty has arisen in conse- 
= Over and over again certificates have come be- 

ore us in which there has been some difficulty as to 
deciding whether or not they contained the regular sub- 
jects, and enquiries have had to be made. Therefore I 
ropose that, instead of the time being seven days, the 
ye-law should be altered as set out, and I move 


accordingly. 


r. Abson, the minutes of the last fi 


Mr. Mutvey: I — to seven members of the 
Council to attend the Confirmation Meeting, which must 
be held not less than seven nor more than Toavtons days 
Fag meeting, so that these alterations can be con- 
rm 

On the motion of Professor Williams, seconded by 
Mr. Locke, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the 
President for bis conduct in the chair, which the Presi- 
dent briefly acknowledged, and the meeting terminated. 





Veterinary Surgeons Bill. 
Srroncty Opposep By CorNISH FARMERS. 


Mr. Sidney Bartlett, of St. Columb, addressed a 
crowded meeting of agriculturists at Liskeard on Mon- 
day, under the auspices of the Liskeard and District 
Farmers’ Club, his subject being “ Veterinary surgeons 
and the position of the unqualified, and how the pro- 
posed Veterinary Surgeons’ Bill will affect agriculturists, 
stockowners, and others if it becomes law.” Mr. Brook- 
ing Trant presided. 

_ Mr. Bartlett said the present Bill was not in the 
interests of farmers. It would simply “squash” out 
the men who were unqualified and raise the veterinary 
surgeon’s profession to a status which was not granted 
toany other profession. When this Bill became law the 
qualified: men would raise their feee and the farmer 
would be the sufferer. It was not in the interests of 
ps penne me and stockowners generally that the powers 
of veterinary surgeons should be extended in any sha 
orform. He had received the following letter from Mr. 
P. Freeman-Thomas : 

“Tn answer to yours of the 22nd inst., I have had no 
communication that I can recollect from any veterinary 
surgeon in favour of the Bill you mention. t that 
I have not studied all the provisions of the Bill suffi- 
ciently at present to give you a definite answer as to my 
attitude towards it should it come up for debate, but am 
inclined to think that the prohibition under the Bill of 
non-certified veterinary surgeons from doing certain 
operations which they have done for years in flocks 
should be opposed, as it would cause an unnecessary 
extra expense to farmers throughout the country.” 

Mr. Bartlett thought that by the latter part of the 
letter Mr. Freeman-Thomas had shown himself to be 
absolutely the farmers’ friend on this point. (Applanse) 

A discussion followed, during which Mr. tlett 
said what was wanted was to set on foot an association 
for the _—— of unqualified veterinary surgeons. 

Mr. R. Banbury, J.P., C.C., pespenet :—“ That this 
meeting of the Liskeard and District Farmers’ Club 
strongly protests against the Veterinary Surgeons Bill 
ing law, considering it to be an infringement of 
the rights of stockowners.” 

Mr. P. G. Brown seconded, and the resolution was 
carried unanimously. 





Personal. 


A marriage bas bee. arranged and will shortly take 

lace between Florence Edith, only daughter of the late 
Mr. E. W. Waters, Usk, Monmonthshire, and Captain 
A. J. Williams, A.V.C. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, : 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, April 2. 
TERRITORIAL Force. UNATTACHED Last. 
Vet.-Maj. W. G. B. Dickinson, from 1st Lincolnshire 
R.G.A. (Vols.), to be Vet.-Maj., with precedence as in 
the Volunteer Force. : 
Vet.-Capt. R. Elliott, from the 1st North Riding of 














Mr. Lawson seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 


Yorkshire R.G.A. FN ae to be Vet.-Capt.,. with pre- 
cedence as in the Volunteer Force. 
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Vet.-Lieut. C. Drabble, from the @nd West Riding of 
Yorkshire R.G.A. (Vols.), to be Vet.-Lieut., with pre- 
ag as in the Volunteer Force. Dated, April 1st, 
_ ‘The King has been graciously pleased to confer the 
Porritorial Decoration upon the undermentioned officers 
of the Territorial Force who have been duly recom- 
mended for the same under the terms of the Royal 
Warrant, dated Aug. 17 :— 

Roya Garrison ARTILLERY. 

8th Lancashire.—Maj. and Hon. Lieut.-Col. E. C. 
Bickersteth. 

TerRiTortaL Force. UnatracHep List. 

Vet.-Maj. A. W. Mason, F.R.C.V.S.; Vet.-Maj. G, 


Elphick. 
IMPERIAL YEOMANRY. 


Royal North Devon (Hussars).—Vet.-Maj. W. Pen- 
hale (since . 
West Somerset.— Vet.-Maj. G. H. Elder. 
April 6, 


TERRITORIAL Force. UNATTACHED LIST. 


Vet.-Lient. William Hill resigns his commission. 
Dated 31st Aug., 1908. 

Vet.-Lieut. Clement Baxter to be Vet.-Capt. Dated 
28th Feb., 1909. 

James Anderson tc be Vet.-Cieut. Dated sth Aug., 
1909. 


— 








ROYALTY’S DOG DOCTOR. 
Dear Sir, 
, In last Saturday's issue of The Veterinary Record you 
printed a copy of an article about myself which originally 
appeared in M.4.P. Consequently I shall be glad if you 
will find space to insert the enclosed explanatory corres- 





pondence. The letters will fully explain my position in the 
matter.— Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) A. J. Szwet. 


55 Elizabeth St., April 6. 


** Veterinary Infirmary, 
55 Elizabeth Street, Eaton Square, SW. 
March 25. 1909. 
The Editor M.A.P. 

Sir,—You did not acknowledge my letter of Feb, 24, 
when I wrote tocomplain about your mentioning my name 
in your paper in connection with your article, “Royalty’s 
Dog Doctor.’’ 


I must ask you where you got the information from. [If 
you, however, object to suppiy this, perhaps you will haye 
the the courtesy to write me a letter to the effect that I did 
not supply the information or had any communication 
with you in any way whatever before the article was pub- 
lished, so that I may send it to the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons.—Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) A. Sewe. 
“* M.A.P. 
5, Tavistock Street, London, 
March 29, 1909. 

Sir,—We are sorry the articlein M.A.P. should have 
caused ycu annoyance. Of course it is against the rules of 
a newspaper office to give the name of any contributor. 

The copy was accepted owing to the position you have 
gained in regard to Royalty. Similar paragraphs have ap- 
peared in the paper from time to time about the King’s 
Physicians and there has never been a complaint. We 
have made a note of the fact that you do not want your 
name mentioned in future in M.A.P., and we will see that 
your wishes are carried out in that respect.—Yours 


faithfully, 
N. H. Watxer, The Acting Editor. 
Alfred J. Sewell, Esq., 
55, Elizabeth Street, Eaton Square, 8.W, 








DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 


1894 To 1903. SUMMARY OF 


RETURNS, 








Anthrax. 


Out- 
breaks 


Ani- 
mals. 


Out- 
breaks 


Gr.BRITAIN. Week ended April 3 


1908 
Corresponding week in 1907 
’ 11906 








Total for 14 weeks, 1909 


Foot- 
and-Month 
Disease. 


Ani- 
mals. 


Rabies. 
Cases 
Confirmed. 


Glanders 
(including 
Farcy) 


Sheep 
Scab. 


Swine Fever. 





Out- 
; breaks. 


Ani- Ont- 
mals. | °8*- Other breaks 


) u 


Out- 
breaks 


Slaugh- 
tered ° 





12| 85 U 
21! 56 11 
9; 2% 6 
21) 44 u 








165 | 607 379 389 











1908 
Corresponding period in { 1907 
exten | 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
April 6, 1909. 








Week ended March 27 


1908 
1907 
1906 


IRELAND. 


Corresponding Week in 


2 





Total for 13 weeks,1909 .. «..| 2 


234 
251 
307 


582 
35) 
255 


523 
257 


577 











Parasitic Mange. 
Outbreaks. 


e- ee 44 





30 227 8 Ti 


~ 





| | 
sents ee | 
1908 .. | 6 os 
Corresponding period in 1907 .. we SE aed és 
* 196 .. ie 








958 
734 
214 


221 40 
130 41 


26 116 9 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction forlreland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, March 81, 1909 


Nors.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed: to Irfection 





